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CHARLES  LUCAS,  Efq, 

M.  D. 


S  I  R, 

IT  is  with  the  greateft  pleafure  I  embrace 
this  opportunity  to  declare  the  obligations 
I  am  under  to  you  for  part  of  the  know¬ 
ledge  I  have  acquired*  in  my  profeffion. 

The  world  likewife  beholds  with  pleafure 
what  an  ornament  you  are  to  phyfic,  and  are 
well  convinced  how  much  it  is  indebted  to 
you  for  the  ineftimable  improvement  you 
have  made,  not  only  in  chymiftry,  but  in 
many  parts  of  the  materia  medica. 

Y our  fuccefs  in  the  healing  art  is  fufficient 
to  demonftrate  the  refined  fhare  of  fenfe  you 
are  poifefled  of ;  and  this  fuccefs,  not  imme¬ 
diately  effedted  by  purfuing  the  common 
methods,  but  by  your  juil  and  perfedt  con¬ 
ception  of  the  nature  of  the  human  fabric, 
and  the  difeafes  it  is  incident  to,  renders  your 
mode  of  pradtice  worthy  the  attention  of 
every  pradtitioner. 
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I  am  not  at  all  apprehenfive  of  being  too 
free  with  your  name  on  this  occafion :  your 
generous  difpolition  in  being  always  ready 
to  patronize  any  thing  for  the  good  and  re¬ 
lief  of  mankind,  induced  me  to  think  this 
work  would  meet  with  your  approbation  and 
protection ;  and  that  by  this  public  inftance 
I  am  encouraged  to  take  the  liberty  of  de¬ 
claring  myfelf,  with  the  moft  profound  re+ 
fpeft,  ,  ' 

s.  i  r,  ^  ; 

Your  moft  obedient. 


And  moft  humble  Servant, 


London,  1765.  J.  H.  S  M  Y  T  H. 
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PREFACE. 


HERE  are  fome  things  neceflary  to 


advertife  the  reader  of,  by  way  of  pre¬ 


face  to  the  following  work,  both  in  regard  to 
its  publication,  and  the  particulars  wherein 
it  is  propofed  to  be  more  ufeful  to  the  af- 
flifted  than  any  thing  of  the  kind  ever  yet 
attempted. 

I  am  not  altogether  unacquainted  that  it 
muft  undergo  cenfure  ;  this  gives  me  no  un- 
eafinefs :  when  I  began  thefe  few  pages,  I 
never  entertained  a  thought  of  pleafing  the 
critic  ;  my  ftudy  was  to  be  as  inftrudlive  to 
the  difeafed  reader  as  in  my  power. 

However  uncouth  the  ftile  may  be,  and  as 
incoherently  thrown  together,  I  have  made  it 
a  point  to  adhere  to  candour,  with  the  punc¬ 
tuality  which  fhould  guide  the  pen  of  every 
honeft  man.  Through  the  whole  I  have  ob- 
ferved  carefully  to  avoid  making  ufe  of  any 
technical  expreffions,  left  I  might  not  be  un- 
derftood  by  the  meaneft  capacity. 
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This  treatife  being  principally  intended  for 
the  perufal  of  the  difeafed*  and  thofe  who 
have  been  ill  treated,  or,  by  taking  mercury, 
labour  under  complaints  better  known  than 
removed,  renders  it  highly  neceflary  for  every 
circumftance  to  be  explained  in  the  moft  fa¬ 
miliar  terms. 

My  deviating  from  the  common  tra£l  of 
treating  the  venereal  difeafe,  gleets,  &c.  I 
am  certain  will-  be  condemned  by  thole  who 
will  not  be  convinced  of  their  error.  How¬ 
ever,  the  deviation  I  readily  own ;  for  it  is 
not  always  a  fign  of  being  right,  to  follow 
with  the  mob.  I  muft  confefs  I  purfued  the 
ulual  method  for  fome  time,  till  experience 
pointed  to  me  the  mild,  fafe,  and  expeditious 
means,  which  is  the  caufe  of  this  publica¬ 
tion. 

I  would  not  have  it  imagined  I  cenfure 
my .  brethren  of  the  faculty,  I  mean  the  in¬ 
genious  part  of  them,  whofe  fuccefs  in  the 
healing  art  daily  convinces  the  world  of  their 
merit ;  fome  of  whom  I  am  under  many  ob¬ 
ligations  to,  and  have  the  greateft  refpedt  for. 

What  the  reader  is  to  expeft  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  pages  I  will  now  give  the  heads  of. 

i  ft,  The  motives  that  induced  me  to  alter 
in  opinion  from  the  general  rule  of  treating 
venereal  complaints. 
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2d,  A  fliort  account  of  the  prefent  mode 
of  practice ;  a  praftice  that  fhould  be  dreaded 
as  much  as  the  mpft  malignant  fymptoms  of 
the  difeafe. 

3d,  I  have  endeavoured  to  defcribe  the  vil- 
tany  of  the  impoftors  who  relide  in  this  city, 
who,  through  their  pretenfions  to  phyfic, 
rob  numbers,  not  only  of  their  money,  with¬ 
out  being  of  any  relief  to  them,  but  many 
of  their  lives. 

4th,  I  have  given  the  learned  Dr.  Aftruc’s 
account  of  the  origin  of  this  diftemper,  with 
his  obfervations  on  the  different  changes  it  has 
gone  through  fmce  its  firft  appearance  in 
Europe. 

5th,  The  nature  of  the  venereal  virus ;  what 
parts  are  mod  fufceptible  of  receiving  it ;  and 
how  the  difbrder  is  divided  into  the  firft  and 
fccond  ft  age. 

6th,  An  accurate  defcription  is  given  of 
the  venereal  infection,  from  the  flighted:  taint 
to  its  moft  morbid  ftate,  laid  out  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  every  perfon  may  be  a  judge  of 
the  nature  and  fituation  of  his  complaint; 
and  how  unneceflary,  nay  prejudicial,  it  is, 
to  adminifter  mercury  in  many  venereal  cafes. 

7th,  The  reader  is  made  acquainted 
with  a  newly-difcovered  medicine,  with  its 
comparative  excellence  to  all  other  remedies, 
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it  proving  more  efficacious  in  eradicating  this 
infeXion  than  any  other  remedy  ever  yet  dis¬ 
covered . 

'  Laftly,  Some  account  of  gleets  and  Semi¬ 
nal  weakneffes,  occafioned  by  Severe  treat¬ 
ment  in  the  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  or 
by  that  bafe  praXice,  Self-pollution,  &c.  &c. 
Shewing  how  the  patient  is  varioufly  affeXed, 
and  the  method  of  cure,  by  a  reftorative  re¬ 
medy  ;  a  medicine  that  has  relieved  thou¬ 
sands  in  the  moft  defponding  Situation. 

Thus,  reader,  I  have  given  you  a  Sketch 
of  this  treatife,  and  am  in  hopes,  that  force 
of  truth,  and  the  reflexions  which  men  of 
reafon  Shall  make  upon  the  fubjeX,  will  be 
Sufficient  to  juftify  me,  and  proteX  this 
"  work,  which  is  the  refult  of  experience ;  and 
that  the  remedies  I  offer,  will.  Some  time  or 
Other,  have  the  preference  to  all  others  that 
are  in  ufe,  for  the  benefit  of  mankind. 


ANEW 


E 


'A  -NEW 

V 

T  R  E  A  T  I  S 

ON  THE 

VENEREAL  DISEASE, 

GLEETS,  SEMINAL  WEAKNESSES,  &c. 

F  §  A  H  E  introducing  of  medicines  to  the  public 

8  by  way  of  publication,  is  fo  much  the  cha— 
racleriftic  of  a  quack,  that  I  fhould  think  it  be¬ 
neath  my  notice.  The  world*  I  fuppofe,  will  take 
the  liberty  to  criticife  and  rank  me  among  the  im- 
poftors  that  crowd  this  metropolis :  this  gives  me 
no  concern,  cenfure  I  defpife.  My  intention  is  to 
relieve  my  fellow-creatures,  and  refcue  their  con- 
ftitutions  from  Mercury  and  bafe  compolitions,  the 
deftrudtion  of  thoufands  ! 

The  opportunities  1  had  when  I  had  the  honour 
of  attending  fome  of  his  majedy’s  forces,  furnilhed 
me  daily  with  a  number  of  objedts  labouring  under 
this  dreadful  malady,  from  the  flighted  infection 
to  its  mod  malignant  date.  For  fome  time  1  pur- 
fued  the  beaten  path  of  practice,  fevere  purging, 
mercurials,  &c.  &c.  and  really  mud  confds  my 
cures  were  tedious,  and  my  patients  obnoxious  to 
themfelves  and  others.  The  ill  eiredls  this  method 
of  treating  venereal  complaints  met  with,  was  con- 
fequently  the  caufe  of  the  deeped  cogitations.  I 
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Cftnfultecl  the  opinions  of  authors  of  the  firfl  emi¬ 
nence,  and  by  their  afliflance,  and  the  experience 
I  had  obtained,  I  fabricated  a  remedy,  which  gave 
me  more  fatisfadtion,  by  expediting  my  cures,  and 
that  with  greater  eaie  to  my  patients,  than  the  pre- 
fent  methods,  which  rather  injure  than  affift  the 
afflidled.  Animated  with  this  fuccefs,  I,  with  the 
utmoft  affiduity,  in  a  feries  of  experiments,  came 
to  the  perfedt  knowledge  of  the  venereal  infection, 
and  method  of  cure  ;  and  having  with  no  fmall 
pains  acquired  this  mild  efficacious  compofition,  I 
gave  it  with  the  greateft  accuracy  and  fpeculation, 
and  found  it  in  every  refpedl  to  anfwer  my  mofi 
fanguine  wifh. 

However  odd  and  extraordinary  my  deviating 
from  the  general  rule  of  treating  this  difeafe  may 
appear,  the  deviation  is  abfolutely  neceffary  it  is 
founded  on  reafon,  and  the  refult  of  a  fuccefsful 
pradlice.  My  enemies,  I  make  no  doubt,  will  give 
me  the  appellation  of  a  dealer  in  noflrums:  but  I 
beg  leave  to  affure  the  unprejudiced  reader,  that 
the  bafis  of  this  medicine  is  pointed  out  by  fome  of 
the  moft  learned  profeffors  that  ever  appeared  in 
phyfic,  though  the  compofition  was  never  before 
difeovered. 

Before  I  proceed  further  in  this  difeourfe,  I  beg 
leave  to  make  fome  obfervations  on  the  preient 
mode  of  treating  venereal  complaints.  When  the 
injured  perion  firft  perceives  the  infection,  which 
lie  will  flip  pole  to  be  of  a  mild  nature,  viz.  a  run¬ 
ning  of  matter  from  the  urethra,  probably  attend¬ 
ed  v/ith  a  heat  of  urine,  &c.  the  affiidled  perfon 
then  feeks  for  a  cure,  which  is  generally  conducted 
in  the  following  manner :  fevete  purging  and 
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ft rong  mercurials  for  feme  time,  until  the  patient 
is  reduced  to  fo  low  a  Hate,  that  he  is  hardly  able 
to  crofs  his  chamber  :  the;  completion  of  the  fkin 
daily  changes,  the  teeth  are  totally  fpoiled,  and  the 
breath  becomes  fo  o [fen five,  that  it  is  next  to  an 
impoffibility  to  come  within  iome  yards  of  the  dii- 
eafed  perlon.  In  confequence  of  this  purgation, 
the  heat  of  urine  may  be  fomewhat  abated,  and  the 
other  fymptoms  appear  more  mild  ;  the  patient  is 
now  allured  he  is  aimoH  well,  and  the  running  is 
immediately  endeavoured  to  be  Hopped  by  in¬ 
jections,  or  fome  other  means  equally  as  detrimen¬ 
tal.  What  muft  then  be  the  relult  of  fuch  pro¬ 
ceedings  ?  The  diforder  now  changes  its  courier 
the  difeharge  pointed  out  by  nature*  to  carry  off 
the  venereal  virus,  being  Hopped,  the  poifon  con¬ 
veys  itfelf  to  the  blood,  and  in  combination  with 
the  mercury,  torments  the  unhappy  patient  in 
various  manners:  continual  or  flying  pains  feize 
the  head  or  limbs ;  the  eyes  become  fore,  the  palms 
of  the  hands  dry  and  hot,  ulcers  in  the  nofe, 
throat,  or  private  parts ;  blotches,  fcabs,  or  a 
dry  feurf,  appear  on  the  fkin  ;  fwellings  in  the 
groin,  called  buboes,  and  many  other  fymptoms, 
which  will  be  taken  notice  of  in  due  courfe.  This 
laH  fymptom,  however,  is  the  moft  favourable, 
the  venereal  poifon  being  thrown,  by  a  crkical  dif¬ 
eharge  from  the  blood,  on  the  conglobate  and 
lymphatic  glands  of  the  groin,  and,  if  properly 
managed,  will  fhortly  relieve  the  patient  :  but  the 
operation  of  the  knife  or  cauHick  (which,  by  the  bye) 
is  often  unneceffary,  being  terrifying  circumHances 
to  the  patient,  he  readily  agrees  to  have  it  put 
back,  not  knowing  the  confequences  that  enfue 
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from  this  rafh  ftep ;  the  infection  is  thrown  a  fe- 
cond  time  into  the  blood,  vyhere  it  perplexes  the 
patient  in  different  ways,  as  before-mentioned. 

The  difeafed  perfon  by  this  time  finds  himfclf  in 
a  worfe  fituation  than  at  firft,  and  is  now  probably 
induced  by  fome  pompous  advertifement,  which 
daily  appears  in  the  newfpapers,  offering  one  per¬ 
nicious  compound  or  another,  laid  out  to  delude 
the  unwary  ;  I  fay,  this  bait  he  readily  (wallows, 
and  innocently  perfeveres  in,  until  procefs  of  time 
convinces  him  his  money  is  thrown  away,  and  his 
conftitution  reduced  to  the  lowed  ebb  :  a  confump- 
tion  next  fucceeds,  which  a£ts  the  friendly  part,  for 
in  a.ffiort  time  it  puts  a  period  to  the  dilorder,  and 
the  unhappy  fufferer’s  life. 

Our  patient  being  now  cured  effeftually,  I  ffia]l 
next  proceed  to  give  a  fhort  detail  of  quacks,  and 
their  medicines,  Which,  by  the  following  occur¬ 
rences,  the  reader  may  afeertain  a  knowledge  of  a 
fen  of  people  he  probably  thinks  does  not  exift. 

A  gentleman  of  fortune,  who  had  in  his  juvenile 
days  contracted  the  venereal  infection,  and  had  rea- 
fon  to  imagine  he  had  been  unfkilfully  treated,  and 
that  the  poifon  (till  remained  lurking  in  his  blood, 
lent  for  a  famous  Empyric,  who,  with  a  boafted 
noilrurn,  made  his  appearance  within  thefe  few 
years.  The  gentleman  explained  his  cafe,  and 
alked  this  genius  if  he  could  relieve  him  without 
the  affiftance  of  mercury,  having  been  fufficiently 
tortured  with  that  unmerciful  mineral  already.  To 
this  he  anfwered  in  the  affirmative.  Upon  which 
the  gentleman  confented,  and  the  cure  was  imme¬ 
diately  proceeded  on,  which  was  managed  with 
fuch  dexterity,  that  the  patient  was  in  a  high  fali- 
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nation  in  a  few  days.  Not  a  little  exafperated  at 
finding  himfelf  deceived,  and  in  fuch  a  fituatjon, 
he  fent  for  this  wonder  of  the  age,  who  declared 
there  was  not  a  fingle  particle  of  mercury  in  any  of 
his  medicines,  but  that  they  were  expelling  the 
mercurials  that  had  formerly  been  taken.  Won- 
d erf ul  indeed  muft  be  the  remedy,  that  in  a  few 
days  will  carry  off,  by  the  falival  glands,  the  re¬ 
licks  of  mercury  that  had  lain  for  years,  and  pro¬ 
bably  baffled  the  endeavours  of  every  rational 
means !  But  what  was  this  compofition  that  had 
this  fingular  effedt  ?  Seven  grains  of  mercurius 
dulcis ,  o°r  fweet  mercury,  mixed  with  a  little  con¬ 
serve  of  rofes,  in  the  form  of  a  bolus,  and  given 
every  other  night,  until  the  patient  was  brought 
into  the  date  mentioned. — This  dory  was  told  me 
by  a  perfon  of  veracity,  who  prepared  and  admi- 
nidered  the  medicines  according  to  the  quack’s  di¬ 
rection. 

As  another  indance  : 

Some  few  years  ago  a  lock  in  my  houfe  being 
put  of  order,  I  fent  for  a  neighbouring  fmith,  who 
frequently  did  jobbs  for  me.  On  my  lervant’s  re¬ 
turn,  he  told  me,  that  this  man  was  fent  to  prifon 
for  debt.  In  a  (hort  time  afterwards,  I  met  this 
honed  Vulcan,  d reded  with  a  tye-wig,  fword,  &c. 
This  metamorphofis  furprized  me  much  ;  and 
'when  I  came  home,  I  enquired  of  my  fervant,  how 
the  fmith  lived  fince  he  came  out  of  gaol  ?  He  told 
me  he  had  commenced  Dodtor,  and  produced  a  hand¬ 
bill,  wherein  he  recommends  himfelf  to  the  world 
as  a  phydcian  of  upwards  of  forty  years  pra&ice, 
arrived  from  Montpellier. 
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Another  method  of  deluding  the  unguarded,  is 
alio  now  become  notorious.  A  number  of  thefe 
mechanics  afTemble  together,  and  publifh  them- 
felves  under  the  character  of  a  Company  of  Sur¬ 
geons,  or  Dodtor  Such-a-one  and  Co.  fetting  forth 
the  infallibility  of  their  methods,  after  falivation, 
and  every  other  means  has  proved  ineffectual.  Such 
are  the  impoftors  that  abound  in  this  metropolis, 
which  is  the  caufe  of  our  holpitals  being  daily 
crowded  with  miferable  objedts,  labouring  under 
this  raging  malady ;  yet  they  find  unthinking  peo- 
“  pie  credulous  enough  to  believe  in  their  impofi- 
tions,  until  woful  experience  convinces  them  of 
their  error,  when  too  late.  It  would  make  feveral 
volumes  to  relate  the  knavifii  pradtices  of  thefe 
pretenders  to  phyfic,  whofe  entire  aim  is  to  get 
money  by  ruining  the  conftitutions  of  their  fellow- 
creatures.  Thele  gentry  I  once  thought  beneath 
my  notice  :  nor  would  I  have  mentioned  them  here, 
only  that  1  am  fenfible  it  is  my  duty  to  give  man¬ 
kind  a  caution  carefully  to  avoid  fuch  a  dangerous 
fet  of  people,  and  not  to  fplit  upon  the  Rock  which 
has  been  the  deftrudHon  of  thoufands.  But  to  pro¬ 
ceed. 

Having  informed  the  reader  of  the  neceffity  for 
deviating  from  the  prefent  method  of  treating  this 
difeare,  and  given  fome  little  account  of  quacks 
and  their  remedies,  (for  which  l  am  convinced  they 
heartily  wifh  me  hanged,)  I  iuppofe  it  will  be 
afked.  What  is  my  method?  To  which  I  anfwer. 
Mild  cathartics,  diuretics,  and  powerful  fudorifics; 
the  means  laid  down  for  eradicating  the  venereal 
poifon  by  men  of  the  firlt  eminence,  fuch  as  Boer- 
haave,  Sydenham,  and  many  others,  whofe  names 
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I  would  take  the  liberty  to  mention,  and  infert  their 
candid  obfervations,  only  that  it  would  fwell  this 
piece  much  beyond  what  is  intended  ;  -  therefore  I 
fhall  juft  take  notice  of  the  rile,  progrefs,  and  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  the  difeafe. 

Moft  authors  that  ever  wrote  on  the  venereal  dif¬ 
eafe,  differ  in  opinion  relative  to  its  origin.  The 
learned  Doftor  Auftruc  tells  us,  that  it  was  un¬ 
known  to  the  ancients,  and  fays  it  was  formerly 
endemial  in  the  Weft  Indies  ♦,  and  that  it  was  im¬ 
ported  from  thence  by  the  Spaniards  who  accom¬ 
panied  the  famous  Chriftopher  Columbus  in  his 
return  from  the  difcovery  of  the  new  world  •,  and 
that  it  made  its  firft  appearance  in  Europe  between 
the  years  1494  and  1496.  The  Dodtor  alfo  confi- 
ders  the  different  periods  and  changes  it  has  already 
undergone  ;  and  obferving  it  has  grown  gradually 
milder  and  milder  fince  its  firft  appearance,  he 
ventures  to  prognofticate  concerning  the  future  pe¬ 
riods  of  it,  fo  as  to  give  us  hopes,  that  it  may  in 
time  be  utterly  exterminated  :  but  future  ages  muft 
determine  this.  It  is  no  way  effential  to  our  pre- 
fent  purpofe  to  enter  into  a  prolix  detail  how  the 
venereal  difeafe  formerly  afflicted  the  patient :  we 
Ihall  endeavour  to  explain  its  prefent  lymptoms, 
and  method  of  cure. 

The  venereal  difeafe  is  now  diftinguifhed  by  the 
firft  and  fecond  flage,  or,  local  and  univerfal.  In 
the  firft  ftage,  or  what  is  called  locals  the  venereal 
poifon  is  fuppoled  not  to  exift  within  the  limits  of 
the  circulation,  but  to  be  confined  to  fome  particu¬ 
lar  part  of  the  body,  the  blood  itfelf  remaining  un- 
infe&ed.  In  the  fecond  ftage,  or  what  is  called  uni- 
verfal ,  the  infe&iun  is  received  into  the  blood,  and, 
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circulating  with  it,  mixes  with  the  feveral  fecfe- 
tioris,  and  renders  the  whole  habit  tainted.  There 
is  great  difference  with  refpedt  to  the  degrees  of 
malignity  in  the  venereal  poifon  :  in  fome  people 
it  fhall  be  hid  a  long  time ,  without  producing  any 
fenfible  effects ;  in  others  it  will  appear  in  a  few  days , 
and  difcover  the  higheft  ftgns  of  virulency.  This  dif¬ 
ference  depends,  in  a  great  meafure,  on  the  con- 
flitutions  of  the  perfons  communicating  and  receiv¬ 
ing  the  infedlion  :  In  people  of  a  cold  conftitution, 
the  a6live  particles  of  the  venereal  virus  are  fome- 
titnes  fo  diluted  or  fixed  in  vifcid  humours,  as  to 
be  capable  of  adling  but  in  a  weak  degree  *,  there¬ 
fore,  when  this  is  the  cafe,  the  fymptoms  are  of  a 
mild  and  gentle  nature,  and  flow  in  producing  their 
effedls.  On  the  contrary,  when  the  virus  is  more 
exalted,  as  happens  in  hot  and  bilious  conftitu- 
tions,  it  will  be  capable  of  adling  in  a  greater  de¬ 
gree,  and  occafion  more  inflammatory  and  malig¬ 
nant  fymptoms ;  but  this  difference  will  be  greater 
when  the  conftituticns  of  both  parties  correfpond 
with  each  other.  Thus  much  may  fuflice  for  the 
nature  and  differene  of  the  venereal  virus. 

There  are  feveral  ways  of  contra&ing  the  vene¬ 
real  infection  :  a  difordered  nurfe  can  infeft  the  in¬ 
fant  that  fucks  her ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  a 
child  be  infefled,  it  is  capable  of  communicating 
it  to  the  nurfe.  It  may  be  likewife  contra&ed  by 
killing,  when  the  mouth  or  lips  of  the  difeafed 
party  is  affe&ed  with  venereal  fores  and  ulcers. 

It  may  alfo  be  contra&ed  by  laying  in  the  fame 
bed  with  a  perfon  who  has  pocky  eruptions  on  the 
Akin :  the  warmth  of  the  bed  opening  the  pores, 
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and  increafing  perforation,  the  volatile  particles  of 
the  infedted  matter  are  abforbed. 

It  may  likewife  be  caught  by  handling  venereal 
fores,  if  thefkin  is  by  any  accident  raifed  or  opened. 
For  iriitance  :  a  midwife,  who  had  a  l'rnall  cut  on 
one  of  her  fingers,  was  called  to  deliver  a  woman 
who  happened  to  be  infected,  having  venereal  ul¬ 
cers  on  her  private  parts  :  the  venereal  matter,  flow¬ 
ing  from  the  ulcerated  parts,  was  received  into  the 
wound  of  the  finger,  and  the  infedtion  thus  caught^ 
ran  to  a  very  high  degree,  and  was  cured  under  my 
infpedtion. 

But  the  mod  common  way  of  contradting  the 
infection  is  by  coition.  If  this  difcafe  comes  from 
the  parents,  it  is  called  hereditary  \  but  if  con¬ 
tracted  by  any  of  the  beforemen tioned  means,  it  is 
called  acquired.  In  the  former,  it  generally  breaks 
out  in  any  part  of  the  body,  in  the  latter,  it  com¬ 
monly  difeovers  itfelf  fird  in  the  parts  by  which 
the  infedtion  was  received.  The  parts  that  mofl 
readily  receive  the  infection  are,  thole  of  a  fpongy 
texture,  and  covered  with  a  thin  fkin,  fuch  as,  the 
lips,  the  mouth,  and  the  genital  parts ;  fo  that, 
when  the  diforder  is  communicated  t>y  contadl,  fome 
of  thefe  places  are  ufually  fir  11  infedted,  and  difeo- 
ver  the  firfb  fvmptoms  of  it. 

Thus  when  the  nurfe  contracts  the  infedtion  by 
giving  fuck,  heat  and  inflammation  about  the  nip¬ 
ples  and  bread  are  the  fird  fymptoms;  afterwards 
more  fevere  ones  appear.  When  the  infant  fucks 
it  from  the  nurfe,  or  a  grown  perfon  gets  it  by  laf- 
civious  kiffing,  the  lips  and  mouth  are  the  fird 
parts  aftvdted  :  but  as  coition  is  the  mod  common 
way  of  contradting  it,  fo  the  fird  fymptoms  of  it 
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generally  appear  about  the  genital  parts.  By  this 
we  may  conclude,  that,  where  the  infection  is  firft 
caught,  it  generally  makes  its  firft  appearance. 

Having  now  confidered  the  nature  and  difl^r^nce 
of  the  venereal  poifon,  the  different  ways  it  is  com¬ 
municated,  and  the  aptitude  of  particular  parts  to 
receive  it  ;  I  fhall  next  give  an  account  of  the  na¬ 
ture,  iymptoms,  and  cure  of  the  infection. 

«  »  .  i  -  •* 

Of  a  Gonorrhoea  or  Clap,  called  Local  ;  cry 
First  Stage  of  the  Venereal  Disease. 

Hp  H  I  S  generally  makes  its  appearance  in  a 
jL  few  days  after  a  connexion  with  an  infeded 
per  fon, 

Firfh,  an  univerfal  pain  is  felt  about  the  genital 
parts  ;  afterwards,  a  few  fpecks  of  matter  appear 
on  \the  linen  :  and,  as  it  comes,  a  titillation  is  felt 
in  the  part,  which  is  likewife  perceived  in  making 
water,  and.  gradually  increafes  to  a  degree  of  heat 
and  pain.  As  the  diforder  proceeds,  other  fymp- 
toms  follow :  the  eredion  becomes  involuntary  and 
frequent,  efpecially  when  in  bed  *,  the  running 
daily  increafes,  and  is  either  of  a  whitifh,  yellow, 
or  green  colour  *,  the  heat  of  urine  is  extremely 
acute,  with  frequent  defire  to  make  it,  though  with 
the  greated  difficulty,  infomuch  that  it  is  only 
voided  by  a  few  drops ;  a  convulfive  contradion 
is  felt  under  the  penis,  as  if  was  pulled  downward 
by  a  cord  *,  this  happens  at  the  time  of  eredion, 
and  gives  the  patient  intolerable  pain  ;  the  running 
is  generally  more  and  more  plentiful  and  foetid, 
not  much  unlike  the  dilcharge  from  a  cancerous 

w 

-  '  *  ulcer  3, 


[  11  1 

ulcer-,  phymofis,  paraphymofis,  cry R allines,  and 
(hankers,  are  fymptoms  that  probably  next  make 
their  appearance  :  the  phymofis  is,  when  the  pre¬ 
puce,  or  Hun  of  the  yard,  is  contracted  over  the 
glands,  fo  as  not  to  be  drawn  back  •,  the*  paraphy- 
mofis  is  juft  contrary,  or  when  the  prepuce  is  be¬ 
hind  the  glands,  and  contracted  in  iuch  a  manner 
as  not  to  be  brought  forward.  Phymofes  may  be 
changed  into  paraphymofes,  if  the  skin  be  drawn 
backwards,  when  it  firft  begins  to  tighten  and  con- 
trad:.  Cryftallines  are  bladders  that  appear  on  the 
prepuce  or  glands  or  the  yard,  which  are  of  a  trani 
parent  red,  and  fometimes  of  a  darker  colour. 

S. hankers  are  little  callous  eating  ulcers,  ccca- 
fioned  by  the  venereal  virus,  and  may  happen  ei¬ 
ther  with  or  without  a  gonorrhoea.  They  com¬ 
monly  appear  in  the  following  manner:  firft,  there 
arifes  a  little  red  pimple,  pointed  at  top,  and  re¬ 
plete  with  a  yellow  or  whitifh  matter  it  is  gene¬ 
rally  hot,  and  itches,  and,  when  it  breaks,  pro¬ 
duces  a  little  flub  born  ulcer,  whole  bottom  is  ufu- 
ally  covered  with  a  vftcid  mucus.  At  length, 
hardnefs,  and  lofs  of  fubftance,  is  the  infallible 
proof  of  it.  Thefe  ulcers,  according  to  the  malig¬ 
nancy  of  the  difeafe,  or  the  patient’s  habit  of  body, 
have  their  different  appearances :  when  they  ariie 
on  the  glands  of  the  yard,  or  infide  of  the  prepuce, 
foon  after  an  impure  contiCl,  thole  parts,  feeing 
covered  but  with  a  thin  skin,  afford  an  eafy  admit¬ 
tance  to  the  venereal  poifon.  Such  lhankers  are 
local  \  but  when  they  appear  in  other  pares  of  the 
body,  the  complaint  is  of  a  long  (landing,  or  what 
is  called,  the  univerfial  or  confirmed  pox :  in  which 

C  2  c.de‘. 


f  I2  ]  . 

caf;?,  they  are  generally  in  clutters,  and  more  cal¬ 
lous,  though  probably  not  fo  painful. 

Another  fymptom  that  appears  is  venereal  bu¬ 
boes.  1  hefe  are  fuellings  or  tumours  that  arife  in 
the  groins,  immediately  conveyed  to  thole  parts  by 
impure  coition,  or  elfe  thrown  upon  them  by  a 
critical  difcharge  from  the  blood.  When  fuch 
tumours  happen  immediately  from  impure  coition, 
]n  a  few  days  after  having  had-to~do  with  an  in¬ 
fected  perfon,  the  patient  perceives  a  flight  pain  or 
ftiffnefs  in  one  or  both  groins,  efpecially  in  walking ; 
by  degrees  the  1  welling  increafes  •,  and  at  length 
there  appears  a  manifeft  bubo,  which  is  fometimes 
round  or  oblong ;  fometimes  the  fize  of  an  egg,  and 
fometimes  much  larger  ;  but  when  they  arife  in 
any  confioerable  (pace  of  time  after  a  connection 
with  an  infedled  perfon,  efpecially  if  they  are  at¬ 
tended  with  a  fore  throat,  venereal  ulcers,  and  the 
like,  they  are  certain  figns  of  a  confirmed  pox, 
A  bubo  may  alfo  arife  from  a  virulent  gonorrhoea 
being  imprudently  flopped,  or  when  the  difcharge 
is^too  fmall ;  and  if  thefe  buboes  are  not  timely 
and  properly  managed,  they  fhortly  bring  on  an 
univerfal  infedlion. 

It  frequently  happens  in  the  firft  or  fecond  ttage 
of  the  difeafe,  that  one  or  both  tefticles  become 
fwelled,  painful,  and  inflamed,  occafioned  either  by 
the  venereal  matter  not  difcharging  itfelf  through 
the  urethra,  or  being  flopped  and  reftrained  by  a 
natural  caufc,  or  by  aftringent  injedlions,  &c. ;  or, 
the  venereal  poifon  being  concealed  in  the  blood, 
mixes  with  the  femen,  and  becomes  infpiflated,  and 
will  caufe  an  obftruCtion,  and  ttagnate  in  the  fper* 
matic  veffels. 


There 


[■  1s  3 

\  , 

There  is  another  fpecies  of  the  imfeCtion,  impro¬ 
perly  called  the  dry  gonorrhoea .  This  aflfeCls  the 
patient  by  a  violent  heat  of  urine,  with  a  final],  or 
little  or  no  running ;  and  is  fometimes  attended 
with  a  ftrangury. 

1  here  is  another  kind  of  venereal  complaint 
that  is  the  product  of  a  recent  infection  ;  this  is 
a  difcharge  of  a  purulent  thickifli  matter,  not  from 
tne  urethra,  but  from  the  corona  glandis ,  which 
is  commonly  painful  and  inflamed.  This  complaint 
was  formerly  taken  notice  of  by  Dr.  Sydenham,  and 
flnce  his  time  by  Dr.  Turner,  and  other  practi¬ 
tioners. 

1  here  are  alfo  a  number  of  excrefcences  that 
arife  about  the  anus,  fometimes  appearing  like  the 
gills  of  a  cock,  and  fometimes  making  other  ap¬ 
pearances  ^  fometimes  foft,  at  other  times  hard : 
the  former  gradually  inflame  and  fuppurate,  the  lat¬ 
ter  grow  cancerous,  efpecially  by  ufing  irritating 
applications ;  which  is  often  the  occaflon  of  bring¬ 
ing  on  a  fiftula  in  ano  ;  but  thefe  efcrefcences  are 
more  often  caufed  by  a  confirmed,  than  a  local  in¬ 
fection. 

Having  now  given  a  brief  defcription  of  the 
principal  fymptoms  of  thefirft  ftage  of  the  venereal 
infeCcion,  {  will  proceed  to  give  an  account  of  the 
lecond  ftage,  I  mean  that  part  of  it  which  will  be 
neceflary  ror  the  inftruCtion  of  the  difeafed  ;  fo  that 
they  may  afcertain,  with  fome  certainty,  a  fatif- 
faCtory  knowledge  of  the  fituation  of  their  com¬ 
plaints. 

I  he  venereal  poifon,  after  having  infeded  the 
parts  by  which  it  enters,  may  be  conveyed  into  the 
blood  two  ways  \  either  by  the  circulation  of  the 
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blood  itfelf,  which,  in  pafilng  by  the  confines  of 
the  parts  affedted,  takes  up  and  carries  off  fome 
of  the  virulent  particles  along  with  it,  or  elfe  by 
the  circulation  of  the  lymph,  which,  in  its  return 
from  the  parts  that  firft  imbibed  the  infection,  con¬ 
veys  the  virulent  matter  along  with  it,  firft  into 
the  lymphatic  glands,  and  afterwards  into  the  blood. 

The  feveral  diforders  of  the  genital  parts  in- 
creafe,  or  become  more  malignant,  or  break  out 
again,  after  being  probably  pronounced  cured,  or 
elle  arife  anew  where  they  have  not  been  before.  If 
the  patient  is  afflidted  with  a  gonorrhoea,  the  dis¬ 
charge  increafes,  and  becomes  more  acrimonious, 
and  ail  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  increafe  like- 
wife.  If  the  genital  parts,  or  the  anus,  are  affedted 
with  fhankerous  ulcers,  or  excrefcences  of  any 
kind,  though  thefe  fymptoms  are  merely  local,  they 
become  more  ftubborn  when  fupported  by  an  in- 
fedted  ftate  of  the  blood.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of 
buboes,  which,  after  they  have  been  opened,  often 
become  ftubborn  callous  ulcers.  If  a  perfon  having 
had  a  connedtion  with  an  infedted  party,  and  re¬ 
ceiving  the  infedtion,  attended  with  all  it’s  local 
fymptoms,  be  properly  cured,  it  never  more  re¬ 
turns,  without  a  frefh  infedtion  ;  but  if  impru¬ 
dently  treated,  which  is  too  often  the  cafe,  the  dis¬ 
order  will  return,  probably  a  long  time  after,  not 
only  with  fome  or  all  of  the  former  fymptoms,  but 
a  tribe  of  others.  A  confirmed  infedtion  fhews 
itfelf  by  numberlefs  fymptoms,  of  which  thefe  are 
the  molt  common  *,  buboes,  fwelling  of  the  tefti- 
cles,  (bankers  in  or  about  the  genital  patts  •,  ex¬ 
crefcences  of  different  colours  appear  on  the  Ikin, 
viz.  red,  yellow,  livid,  particularly  on  the  break, 
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or  between  the  fhouldcrs  •,  alfo  fcurfy  eruptions, 
with  hard  callous  bafes,  appear  in  the  comers  of 
the  mouth,  upon  the  forehead  and  temples,  and 
behind  the  ears,  and  from  thence;  fpread  all  over 
the  head,  and,  by  degees,  over  other  parts  of  the 
body.  In  time  thefe  puflules  are  covered  with 
broad  crufly  fcabs  of  a  tawny  yellow  hue  ;  and 
when  they  occupy  the  hairy  part,  they  deflroy  the 
roots  of  the  hair,  and  a  baldnefs  is  the  conle- 
quence. 

The  palms  of  the  hands  do  now  become  dry  and 
hot,  and  fometimes  caufe  dry,  callous,  itching  chops, 
which  difeharge  a  thin  ichor :  when  thefe  flffur.es 
are  dead,  the  fkin  often  feparates  from  the  fubja- 
cent  fkin,  and  calls  off  in  a  thin  fcab. 

The  nails  of  the  fingers  and  toes  become  rough, 
uneven,  and  ragged :  and  at  length,  inflaming  and 
ulcerating  about  the  roots,  they  loofen,  and  fall 
quite  off :  this  is  a  fymptom  rarely  met  with. 

When  the  diforder  feizes  the  mouth,  it  produces 
little  round  flubborn  ulcers  upon  the  gums  and 
infide  of  the  lips  •,  the  whole  arch  of  the  fauces 
becomes  hot,  painful,  inflamed,  and  ulcerated  ; 
the  ulcerations  fpread,  and,  eating  -deep,  commu¬ 
nicate  to  the  palate-bones ;  in  confequence  of 
which  the  breath  becomes  offenfive,  and  the  bones 
exfoliate,  and  fometimes  come  quite  away,  fo  that 
the  patient  fpeaks  through  the  nofe. 

Puflules  arife  alfo  in  the  palate,  and  become 
ulcers  -s  by  which  the  bones  are  rendered  carious 
and  perforated,  fometimes  as  far  as  the  nofe. 

When  the  diforder  attacks  the  nofe,  {linking  ul¬ 
cers  fix  upon  one  or  both  alae,  or  Tides  of  the 
nofe,  the  outfides  of  which  are  generally  covered 
3  with 
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with  3,  hard  black  fcab,  which  comes  away  iti 
blowing  the  nofe,  and  is  followed  by  a  bloody 
mucus  ;  at  other  times  there  is  no  fcab  at  all,  but 
a  conflant  oozing  of  a  thin  {linking  fanies.  Thefe 
ulcers  often  fpread,  and  rot  the  alae,  corrode  the 
cartilages,  foul  the  fpongy  bones,  and  quite  deflroy 
the  whole  bridge  of  the  nofe. 

Together  with  thefe  complaints,  and  fometimes 
piecedent  to  them,  the  patient  is  frequently  tor¬ 
mented  with  violent  acute  pains  in  the  head,  arms, 
and  fhoulder-olades,  fbins,  and  joints  j  they  gene¬ 
rally  come  on  while  in  bed,  and  go  off  towards 
.  morning  :  thefe  are  called  no 5luv nal pains. 

Some  of  thefe  pains  are  wandering  and  fuperfi- 
cial,  others  of  them  are  fixed  and  deep,  and  greatly 
refemble  rheumatic  or  gouty  pains. 

Many  unfortunate  people  have  laboured  for  years 
under  the  affhdlion  of  thofe  pains,  miflaking  them 
ior  the  rheumatifm  and  gout,  though,  on  a  flrift 
enquiry,  found  to  be  caufed  by  the  remains  of  an 
ill-cured  pox,  or  the  effedls  of  mercurials  :  yet  I 
have  been  fo  happy  as  to  find,  that  by  their  taking 
my  medicines,  they  have  received  the  mofl  furprif- 
ing  benefit.  J 

When  the  infedtion  is  communicated  by  the 
lymphatic  glands,  it  produces  indurated,  movable, 
circumfcribed  tumours  in  the  nofe,  arm-pits,  groins, 
and  other  parts. 

The  eyes  and  ears  are  likewife  varioufly  affedled 
with  this  difeafe. 

The  eye-lids  become  rough  and  angry,  with  a 
difeharge  of  a  fharp,  watery  matter :  a  dimnefs  of 
the  fight  is  alfo  felt. 
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When  the  diforder  affedts  the  ears,  it  frequently 
caufes  a  hifllng,  tingling  noife,  a  thicknefs  of  hear¬ 
ing,  and  deafnefs  •,  the  inward  parts  of  the  ears  in¬ 
flame,  fuppurate,  and  are  affedted  with  intolerable 
pain.  , 

To  thefe  may  be  added  many  other  diforders, 
which  fometimes  arife  from  a  venereal  caufe  ;  fuch 
as,  heavinels  of  the  head  attended  with  pain,  palfy, 
convulfions,  afthma,  "confumption  of  the  lungs, 
jaundice,  dropfy,  piles,  hectic  or  intermitting  fe¬ 
vers  ;  alfo  fame  diforders  incident  to  women,  as, 
an  ulcer  or  fchirrous  tumour  of  the  womb,  fre¬ 
quent  abortions,  the  exclufion  of  feetufes  half  rot¬ 
ten,  or  overfpread  with  an  univerfal  eryfipelas  ♦,  in 
fliort,  the  venereal  difeafe,  in  its  confirmed  flate, 
is  of  fuch  a  changeable  nature,  that  it  puts  on  the 
appearance  of  almofl:  every  other  kind  of  diforder. 

It  mult  be  remarked,  however,  that  ail  thefe 
fymptoms  are  never  met  with  at  one  and  the  fame 
time,  nor  in  one  and  the  fame  perfon  :  different 
people  are  affedted  with  different  fymptoms,  but 
one  perfon  is  never  afflicted  with  them  all 

Thus  far,  reader,  have  I  given  you  an  account 
of  the  different  fymptoms  bv  which  this  complaint 
affedts  the  difeafed  perfon,  fo  that  you  may  eafily 
judge  whether  you  are  at  prefent  difordered,  or 
have  been  ill  treated,  and  there  remains  any  taint 
of  the  venereal  poifon  in  the  blood,  or  if  you  are 
tortured  by  the  baneful  effedts  of  mercury. 

The  medicine  I  now  offer  for  the  cure  of  the 
venereal  infedtion,  is  a  composition  mild  in  its  ope¬ 
ration,  though  powerful  in  its  effedts  ;  it  is  a  reme¬ 
dy  founded  on  the  founded:  bafis  of  theory,  prov¬ 
ing  its  efficacy  by  thoufands  of  inffances,  and  that 
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without  the  a  Alliance  of  a  fingle  grain  of  mercury. 

It  will  probably  be  alked,  Why  I  only  fhould  be 
pofieffed  of  this  fecret  ?  To  which  I  beg  leave  to 
anfwer — My  extenfive  pra&ice  in  the  cure  of  vene¬ 
real  complaints  gave  me  daily  convincing  proofs 
that  falivations,  and  flrong  courfes  of  mercurial  me¬ 
dicines,  (by  their  ill  effects,  and  frequent  non¬ 
cures,)  were  not  only  baneful  to  the  unhappy  pa¬ 
tients,  but  that  the  ufe  of  them  was  abfolutely  er¬ 
roneous,  and  contradictory  to  reafon.  Every  man 
who  experts  honour  or  credit  by  his  profeflion, 
ought  to  leave  no  flone  unturned  in  fearch  of  the 
fureft  means  to  relieve  his  patient.  This  was  my 
method  ;  and,  by  repeated  experiments,  joined 
with  the  opinions  of  the  moft  eminent  authors  of 
the  phyfical  province,  I  obtained  what  I  fought 
for  ;  I  mean,  a  certain  eafy  method  of  curing  the 
venereal  difeafe,  without  injuring  the  conftitutions 
of  my  patients,  as  reiterated  experience  has  fuffi- 
ciently  demonftrated. 

This  medicine  is  what  may  juftly  be  termed  (by 
its  known  reputation)  the  Specific  Drops ,  a  few  of 
which  are  a  dole,  taken  in  any  fimple  liquor,  fuch 
as  a  glafs  of  water,  a  difti  of  tea,  capillaire,  &c. 
in  which  as  much  as  can  be  raifed  on  a  filver  fix- 
pence,  of  the  powder  of  fal  nitric  is  to  be  dilfolved  ; 
this  is  to  be  repeated  three  or  four  times  a  day, 
taking  about  every  fecond  day  a  dofe  of  gentle 
■phyfic,  viz.  an  ounce  of  Glauber’s  falts,  or,  in 
itrong  conftitutions,  ten  drachms,  or  an  ounce  and 
an  half,  diiTolved  in  about  a  gill  of  warm  water; 
thofe  who  cannot  take  the  common  Glauber’s  falts, 
may  take  in  the  fame  form  from  fix  drachms  to 
an  ounce  of  the  fal  de  fignet  de  Rochd ,  commonly 
x  ■  '  v  called 
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called  the  Rochel  falts ,  which  is  the  mod  agreeable 
of  all  the  faline  preparations.  But  to  thole  who 
can  by  no  means  whatfoever  fwallow  a  draught 
compofed  of  thefe  purging  falts,  the  following 
compofition  will  probably  be  more  palatable,  and 
fit  more  conveniently  on  the  ftomach  : 

Take  of  the  infufion  of  fenna,  an  ounce  and  an 
half. 

Of  the  tindlnre  of  fenna,  half  an  ounce. 

Of  the  powder  of  jalap,  a  fcruple. 

Of  nitre,  fifteen  grains. 

Of  the  compound  fpirit  of  lavender,  30  drops. 

Of  the  fyrup  of  buckthorn,  3  drachms  mixed. 

Let  this  be  taken  twice  a  week,  drinking  fome 
convenient  warm  liquor  as  it  operates. 

Patients  who  cannot  take  a  purge  in  the  form  of 
a  draught,  may  ufe  thefe  pills,  viz.  from  a  fcruple 
to  half  a  drachm,  or  two  fcruples  of  the  fill  ex 
duobus ,  or  common  purging  pill  of  the  fhops,  made 
into  pills  of  a  middling  fize,  and  to  be  taken  twice 
a  week.  Proceeding  in  this  manner,  and  taking 
the  drops  three  or  four  times  a  day,  and  a  gentle 
dofe  of  any  of  thefe  purges  about  twice  a  week, 
avoiding,  at  the  fame  time,  high-feafoned  and 
fait  provifions,  or  any  violent  exercife,  I  %  can 
with  the  greateft  juflice  affirm,  and  allure  the 
reader,  I  never  knew  to  fail  of  carrying  off  all  the 
malignant  fymptoms  of  a  frefh-contra&ed  injury, 
in  eight,  ten,  or  twelve  days,  without  the  leaff  in¬ 
convenience  to  the  patient :  nor  are  the  cures  per¬ 
formed  by  .this  mild,  and  I  may  fay  (if  we  confidcr 
other  methods)  pleafant  remedy,  fucceeded  by 
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other  difordprs,  which  feldom  or  ever  fails  of  being 
the  cafe  where  mercury  or  fevere  purging  has  been 
the  means  made  ufe  of ;  viz.  long  and  ftubborn 
gleets,  and  often  a  total  relaxation  of  the  genital 
parts :  dilorders  better  known  than  cured. 

If  the  patient  is  affected  with  phymofis,  para- 
phymofis,'  buboes,  {bankers,  cryftallines,  &c.  ex¬ 
ternal  applications  are  abfolutely  necelfary ;  yet 
they  may  be  contrived  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he 
may  conduct  himfelf  with  perfebt  eafe  and  fe- 
crecy.  Many  1  haye  daily  under  my  care,  who, 
before  they  came  to  me,  let  their  diforder  run  to  a 
dangerous  length  ;  their  fituation  in  life  rendering 
it  almoft  impoflible  for  them  to  undergo  the  fafhion- 
able  way  of  treating  this  complaint,  which  often 
expoles  the  patient  to  the  difagreeable  circumftance 
cf  not  being  able  to  conceal  the  diforder. 

Severe  purging  immediately  brings  the  patient 
to  a  languid  ftate  *,  for,  as  the  learned  Profeffor 
Boerhaave  fays,  there  is  fomething  poifonous  in 
ftrong  purges,  which  evidently  appears  to  be  the 
cafe  Ipy  their  operation.  In  the  next  place,  the 
taking  of  mercurials  foon  gives  the  patient  a  moll 
dreadful  obnoxious  breath,  of  a  peculiar  ofFeniive- 
nefs ;  for  mercury  has  often  fo  quick  an  effebt  on 
fome  conflitutions,  that  a  fmall  quantity  of  it  will 
have  the  power  to  immediately  affcbt  the  mouth  ; 
the  gums  will  grow  fore,  and  fwell;  the  teeth  loofen 
fo  as  not  to  be  able  to  chew  a  cruft  of  bread  ;  a 
flux  of  faliva  next  comes  on,  and  if  the  patient  is 
fo  unlucky  as  to  catch  cold,  dangerous  fymptoms 
enfue,  and  he  is  obliged  to  take  to  his  bed.  The 
mercury  now  attacks  the  head,  and  violent  acute 
,  .  „  pains 
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pains  often  feize  the  whole  body,  probably  at¬ 
tended  wi  h  a  delirium. 

As  a  particular  inlhance  of  the  dreadful  effeCts 
of  ftrong  mercurials,  I  refer  the  reader  to  the 
following  cafe.  Some  years  ago  I  was  called  to  a 
lady  of  a  delicate  ftructure,  who  had  been  married 
about  eighteen  months,  and  at  that  time  lay  in  a 
very  dangerous  fituation.  Her  hufband  told  me, 
that  about  half  a  year  before  his  marriage,  he  had 
contracted  the  venereal  infeCtion,  but  of  a  very 
mild  nature,  having  never  perceived  any  other 
fymptoms  than  a  running,  attended  with  a  fmali 
heat  of  urine.  He  laid  he  made  immediate  appli¬ 
cation  to  a  certain  apothecary,  who  kept  him  under 
a  phyfical  difcipline  near  live  months ;  at  the  end 
of  which  time,  having  frill  a  running,  he  ufed  an 
injection,  but  was  allured  the  infection  was  cer¬ 
tainly  carried  off ;  which  he  was  induced  to  be¬ 
lieve,  by  the  running  Hopping  foon  after  the  ufe  of 
the  injection.  At  this  time  he  was  obliged  to 
marry,  at  the  particular  delire  of  his  friends ;  and 
about  fix  weeks  after,  his  wife  began  to  complain 
of  a  fevere  fmarting  at  the  time  of  making  water, 
and  alfo  difcovered  a  few  fpecks  of  matter  on  her 
linen  :  thefe  fymptoms  daily  increafed,  and  con- 
fternation  feized  the  unhappy  couple.  Fie  declared 
that  he  was  innocent,  and  free  from  any  venereal 
fymptoms  •,  but  in  a  few  days,  a  Fmali  fweiling 
arofe  in  one  of  his  groins,  which  fhortly  appeared 
a  manifeft  bubo.  The  caufe  of  his  wife's  com¬ 
plaint  was  now  eafily  to  be  accounted  for  :  he  had 
never  been  cured,  and  had  dilbrdered  her.  Upon 
this,  he  applied  to  a  furgeon  of  his  acquaintance, 
who  effectually  carried  off  his  complaint  in  a  fhort 
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time.  But  to  return  to  the  lady,  who  found  her- 
felf  with  child.  She  could  not  be  perfuaded  to 
take  any  relief  during  the  whole  time  of  her  preg¬ 
nancy  ;  however,  being  delivered,  fhe  confented 
to  take  medicines,  as  loon  as  the  month  of  her 
lying-in  was  expired :  in  confequence  of  which,  an 
apothecary  was  called  in,  (the  furgeon  who  cured 
the  hufband,  belonging  to  the  army,  was  gone  to 
join  his  regiment).  The  apothecary  proceeded 
after  the  ufual  method,  giving  mercury  hand-over¬ 
head,  until  his  patient  was  brought  to  a  ftate 
which,  he  confeflfed,  “  required  more  afiiftance  than 
“  he  was  able  to  give.5’  Her  head,  chaps,  gums, 
tongue,  eyes,  &c.  were  fwelled  to  a  prodigious 
fize,  and  the  difcharge  of  faliva  extremely  trifling. 
She  knew  no  one,  and  raved  inceflantly.  In  this 
fltuation  I  found  her,  and  really  it  fomewhat  per¬ 
plexed  me :  however,  as  there  was  no  time  to  be 
loft,  1  began  to  expel  the  mercury  with  as  much 
expedition  as  her  cafe  would  admit,  compoflng  her 
at  the  fame  time  with  a  gentle  anodyne.  In  a 
couple  of  days  I  was  fo  happy  as  to  And  the  danger¬ 
ous  fymptoms  much  abated,  the  fwelling  being  a 
good  deal  decrealed,  and  the  delirium  only  at  in¬ 
tervals.  In  about  ten  or  twelve  days  all  danger 
was  partly  over,  but  the  patient  was  reduced  ex¬ 
tremely  low ;  therefore,  as  foon  as  time  would 
permit,  I  introduced  my  medicines,  which,  in  about 
flve  weeks,  performed  what  is  expelled  from  a  fa- 
livation,  without  being  attended  with  any  of  the 
difagreeable  and  dangerous  circumftances  ;  fo  that 
my  patient  wanted  nothing  now  to  reinflate  her  in 
her  former  health,  but  a  little  proper  nourifhment. 


t  *3  ] 

It  evidently  appears,  from  the  cafe  of  this  lady, 
how  cautious  we  fhould  be  in  giving  mercury  to 
patients  whofe  conftitutions  we  are  ftrangers  to. 
In  fome  people  a  few  grains  will  have  the  moil  fur- 
prizing  effeCt.  I  have  known  a  perfon  thrown  into 
a  fpitting,  merely  by  papering  a  quantity  of  mer¬ 
curial  plafler.  In  others  I  have  known  it  uled  both 
internally  and  externally,  to  a  quantity  almoft  in¬ 
credible,  without  fhewing  the  lead:  fymptom  of  fa- 
livation :  therefore  a  medicine  that  is  fo  uncertain 
in  its  operation  can  be  by  no  means  fafe,  or  to  be 
depended  on.  Moreover,  the  complaints  it  leaves 
after  it  are  often  as  diftrefling  as  the  diforder  for 
which  it  was  adminiftered,  as  I  have  obferved  be¬ 
fore  :  violent  acute  pains  in  the  head  or  limbs,  are 
frequently  the  refult  of  taking  mercury. 

An  ancient  writer,  in  a  differ  ration  on  this  difor¬ 
der,  among  ether  cafes  where  mercury  has  been 
prejudicial,  relates  one,  in  thefe  words;  “  A  man 
44  infeCted  with  the  venereal  difeafe  was  put  under 
cc  an  internal  courfe  of  mercurials  ;  but  after  the 
46  fecond  or  third  dofe,  one  of  his  inteft ines  burft, 
“  of  which  he  died-” 

By  an  injudicious  ufe  of  it,  whether  outwardly 
applied,  or  inwardly  taken,  the  nerves  are  likewife 
affefted,  weakened,  corrupted,  and  contracted  ; 
whence  fpafms,  palfies,  and  too  great  an  attenua¬ 
tion  of  the  fluids,  which  often  brings  on  a  fatal 
falivation,  ulcers  in  the  mouth  and  throat,  and  in¬ 
curable  loofenefs. 

Mercury  judicioufly  adminiftered  is,  however, 
undoubtedly  a  moft  excellent  medicine  :  it  opens 
the  pores,  fmall  veiTels,  and  duCts  of  the  glands  ; 
relolves  obftruCted  humours,  attenuates  thofe  which 
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are  too  thick  and  vifcid,  eipecially  the  lymph,  and 
difllpates  concretions  even  in  the  remoteft  parts  of 
the  body.  On  all  thefe  accounts,  it  is  found  of 
lingular  fervice  in  tumours,  fwelled  glands,  a 
fchirrous  fpleen,  mefentery,  or  liver,  ganglions 
ftruma,  and  other  fuch  difeafes. 

Many  fingular  good  properties  mercury  is  pof- 
felfed  of :  at  the  fame  time,  if  it  is  not  ufed  with 
the  greateft  accuracy  and  fpeculation,  efpecially  in 
venereal  complaints,  it  fhould  be  dreaded  as  much 
as  arfenic  ;  and  I  cannot  avoid  faying,  I  have  feen 
more  fafe  and  effectual  cures  performed  without  it, 
than  ever  I  faw  done  with  it.  For  my  own  part,  I 
have  utterly  renounced  the  internal  ufe  of  it  in  the 
venereal  difeafe,  (except  in  feme  particular  cafes) 
which  refolution  I  can  never  deviate  from,  while  I 
am  fo  happy  as  to  have  difeovered  a  method  which 
is  capable  of  eradicating  every  fpecies  of  this  difor- 
der,  not  only  with  more  eafe  and  fafety,  but  with 
greater  certainty,  than  can  ever  be  depended  on 
from  a  mercurial  courfe. 

In  a  (light  cafe,  I  mean,  where  there  is  only  a 
running  of  matter  from  the  urethra,  attended  with 
a  heat  of  urine,  the  patient  taking  the  Specific 
Drops,  as  already  directed,  and  making  ufe  of  the 
gentle  cathartic  about  twice  a  week,  the  complaint 
will  abfoluteiy  be  carried  off  in  a  few  days,  without 
any  farther  inconvenience  and  as  it  adls  as  an  ab-* 
folute  antidote,  and  operates  principally  as  a  diure¬ 
tic,  the  urinary  paffages,  which  are  the  feats  of  the 
firfb  flage  of  the  difeafe,  being  conftantly  kept 
cleanfed,  it  is  indifputably  the  mod  eafy  and  effec¬ 
tual  method  of  eradicating  the  venereal  virus, 
without  diflreffing  the  patient  with  naufeous  loads 
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Of  pills,  boluffes,  draughts,  electuaries,  &c.  Sic. 
grc.  which  are  not  only  horridly  difagreeable  to  the 
palate  and  ftomach,  but,  by  their  violent  opera¬ 
tion,  rack  the  conftitution  to  an  irretrievable  date. 
If  we  but  confider  maturely  the  nature  of  the  ve¬ 
nereal  virus,  and  how  it  affeCts  tne  parts  by  which 
it  is  received,  we  can  no  longer  be  at  a  lofs  to  con¬ 
clude  how  eflential  a  medicine,  compoied  or  a 
diuretic  and  fudorific  quality,  is,  for  carrying  off 
the  infection.  Let  us  but  remark  the  obfervations 
of  the  ingenious  Monlieur  Boteau,  an  eminent 
French  furgeon,  who  wrote  a  very  learned  treatife 
on  the  venereal  difeafe.  In  his  defcription  or  the 
venereal  virus,  he  fays  as  follows  2  u  The  venereal 
t6  virus,  examined  with  a  microlcope,  appears  to 
«  be  loaded  with  fmall  fpicula,  like  little  thorns  : 

this  infectious  matter,  in  the  act  ot  coition,  is 

conveyed  to  either  the  man  or  woman,  d  heie 
“  fpicula  keep  irritating  the  tender  parts,  which  is 
“  the  caufe  of  the  titillation  that  is  felt  foon  after 
“  the  infection  is  caught,  until  a  kind  of  blifbet* 
“  rifes  :  this  inflames,  Iwells,  and  at  length  breaks, 
“  and  comesto  a  fuppuration  •,  the  difcharge  from 
tc  which  is  the  matter  that  appears  on  the  linen,' 
“  when  the  patient  is  what  is  vulgarly  called  clap - 
<c  ped.  It  becomes  an  ulcer,  eats,  and  fpreads,  and 
u  the  difcharge  daily  increales,  which  excoriates  as 
«  it  paffes  •,  and  this  is  the  cauie  of  the  running. 
«  The  urine,  which  is  compofed  of  the*  faline, 
u  acrid  particles  of  the  blood,  palling  over  the 
*c  ulcerated  parts,  gives  the  patient  intolerable  pain  $ 
fC  from  hence  is  the  caufe  of  what  is  improperly 

called  beat  of  urine.13 
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This  ingenious  gentleman  gees  on  with  inform* 
ing  us,  how  highly  neceflary  it  is  to  adminifter  a 
proper  diuretic  on  this  occafion. 

In  what  Monfieur  Boteau  fays  on  this  fubjeeff, 
we  muft  allow  he  argues  with  great  judgment :  for 
my  own  part,  the  experience  I  have  acquired  in 
treating  this  dileafe  convinces  me  of  the  certainty 
of  it ;  and  the  medicine  I  make  ufe  of,  and  now 
offer  to  the  public,  dilutes  and  attenuates  the  blood 
and  other  juices,  difpofing  their  more  ferous  and 
humid  parts  to  go  off  in  greater  quantities  through 
the  urinary  paffages,  and  alio  to  carry  along  with 
them  the  dregs  and  impurities  of  thole  fluids.  This 
medicine  is  of  a  texture  fo  loofe  and  dilfoluble,  that 
it  mixes  mod  intimately  with  the  blood,  andfofatu- 
rates  the  whole  mafs  :  that  if  any  taint  or  contagion 
has  mfedted  the  juices,  or  lies  lurking  in  the  fmall 
veffels,  this  remedy  caufes  a  cliffoluticn  of  the  vi- 
rulency,  vv allies  it  away  from  the  habit,  and  ex¬ 
pels  it  by  the  urinary  channels. 

It  is  a  compofition  of  ingredients,  whofe  ufe  re- 
quires  no  confinement  or  trouble  ;  fo  innocent,  that 
it  may  be  taken  with  great  advantage  in  fevers-,  and 
yet  fo  effectual,  that  it  thoroughly  cures  the  clapr 
carrying  off,  in  a  little  time,  the  chordee  and 
fnarpnels  of  urine,  its  uneafy  attendants,  and  inde¬ 
lible  marks  of  the  taint,  which  never  difappe&r 
till  the  virus  is  fubdued. 

Thele  lymptoms  have  conftantiy  governed  my 
conduct  in  the  cure  of  a  clap  :  while  they  are  pre¬ 
lent,  the  virus  is  in  the  urethra  ;  and  he  who  pre- 
feribes  at  this  time  balfamic,  drying,  or  aitringent 
things,  in  any  form  whatever,  either  does  not  un- 
derftand  the  nature  of  the  diieafe,,  or  puts  the  pa¬ 
tient. 
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tient  to  the  hazard  of  a  pox,  that  he  may  have  the 
reputation  of  curing  with  fpeed. 

In  fine,  the  Specific  Drops  anfwer  exaCtly  the 
directions  of  the  great  Boerhaave,  viz.  it  is  a  medi¬ 
cine  that  will  communicate  itfelf  to  all  the  circu¬ 
lating  juices  of  the  body,  freeing  them  from  their 
vifcidities,  and  carrying  off  their  impurities  by 
urine,  without  relaxing  the  parts  ;  performing  a 
perfect  cure,  free  from  the  apprehenfions  of  pox  or 
gleet,  and  requires  no  very  particular  management 
as  to  diet  or  exerclfe,  nor  no  reftraint  of  any  kind, 
except  from  exceffes  and  coition. 

After  a  courfe  of  mercurials  externally  or  in¬ 
ternally  ufed,  the  patient  is  * ftill  molefted  with  ul¬ 
cers,  rhagades  about  the  anus,  tophs,  nodes,  gan¬ 
glia,  and  gummata  •,  but  efpecially  pains  refembling 
the  rheumatic  pains,  either  fixed  or  wandering,  and 
owing  their  origin  to  the  venereal  infection,  or  the 
relicks  of  mercury  not  properly  carried  oft.  In  this 
cafe  I  have  known  my  medicine  perform  wonders  : 
in  fome,  thefe  irkfome  complaints  have  been  ef¬ 
fectually  removed  ;  in  others,  by  the  ufe  of  it,  life 
has  been  made  fome  what  more  fupportable. 

A  remarkable  cure  performed  by  the  Specific 
Drops.  Some  time  ago,  a  trooper  came  to  advife 
with  me  :  his  diforder  was  as  follows.  He  told  me 
about  four  years  before  he  called  on  me,  he  had 
contracted  the  venereal  difeafe,  which  he  negleCted 
as  long  as  he  was  able  to  do  his  duty  ;  he  then  was 
falivated,  and  all  the  fympcoms  went  off:  in  about 
a  month  after  this,  he  perceived  a  flight  pain  juft  at 
the  entrance  of  the  anus,  which  gradually  increafed 
to  a  violent  degree,  and  extended  all  along  the  ge¬ 
nital  parts.  This  complaint  was  fo  intolerable,  that 
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•he  went  through  another  faiivation  :  as  foon  as  tfie 
mercury  began  to  operate,  the  pain  was  removed  ; 
but  in  a  little  time  after  the  courfe  was  over,  it  re¬ 
turned  with  the  ufual  violence  :  however,  he  fub- 
mitted  to  four  fucceffive  falivations,  yet  all  to  no 
purpofe.  He  alfo  told  me  he  had  ufed  the  bougies 
to  no  effedt,  but  rather  increafing  than  diminifhing 
the  pain.  In  this  fituation  he  applied  to  me,  and 
1  really  mufc  fay,  I  had  but  little  hopes  of  relieving 
him  ;  but  as  he  earneftly  entreated  1  would  confi- 
cler  of  fome  means  to  abate  the  fevere  agony  he  was 
in,  efpecially  in  making  water,  I  began  with  giving 
him  the  Specific  Drops  :  the  third  dole  gave  hirri 
eafe,  and  in  about  three  weeks  or  a  month,  this 
complaint,  that  had  baffled  all  the  efforts  of  mer¬ 
cury,  was  utterly  diffipated.  It  is  about  nine 
months  fince  he  left  off  taking  the  Drops  :  he 
called  on  me  the  other  day  with  a  patient,  and  told 
me,  he  had  not  felt  the  leaft  fymptom  of  the 
dilorder  fince. 

Another  cafe,  where  the  fingular  effedl  of  thp 
Specific  Drops  appears,  viz.  The  fteward  of  a  no¬ 
bleman  having  caught  the  venereal  infedlion,  by  ill 
treatment  it  became  a  confirmed  pox,  for  which  he 
was  falivated  ;  but  an  obfiinate  ulcer  fixed  itfelf  in 
the  throat,  which  would  not  yield  to  fumigation, 
or  any  other  methods  that  were  tried  with  it.  Some 
time  ego  he  came  to  me  :  I  gave  him  my  medicine, 
and  uled  a  trifling  gargle.  In  a  month  the  ulcer 
entirely  difappeared,  and  he  has  remained  well  ever 
fince. 

Many  cafes  have  proved  the  excellency  of 
this  medicine  :  nor  is  it  confined  to  the  venereal 
infe&ion  alone  ;  for  1  have  tried  the  efflcacy  of  it 
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;n  other  diforders,  and  found  it  of  infinite  fervice 
in  the  following  complaints  :  the  Jiuor  albus ,  or 
whites,  a  difeafe  incident  to  women  •,  alfo  the  rheu- 
matifm,  gout,  fcurvy,  and  king  s  evil,  in  which 
;t  aniwered  better  than  the  chain  of  remedies  gene¬ 
rally  made  ufe  of  on  thole  occafions.  IVIoreover, 

I  can  aver,  that  this  medicine  never  did  any  harrn 
to  a  patient,  which  is  more  than  can  be  laid  of 

many  others,  .  . 

I  muft  alfo  obferve,  that  this  medicine  may  be 

taken  by  women  in  their  pregnancy  ;  fo  that,  in 
cafe  they  are  dilordered,  the  infection  may  be  era-- 
dicated  with  eale  and  fafety,  without  waiting  till 
after  delivery  •,  which  is  often  the  occafion  of  chil¬ 
drens  dying  miferable  objedts,  and  the  conftitu- 
tions  of  the  women  being  feverely  wrecked. 

It  will  probably  be  faid,  that,  as  it  is  a  diuretic, 
it  muft  abfolutely  be  a  dangerous  medicine  to  ad- 
minifter  to  a  woman  in  fuch  a  fituation  \  but,  as 
I  have  already  mentioned,  it  is  compofed  of  luch 
qualities,  that*|t  not  only  eradicates  the  diftemper 
by  the  moft  gentle  evacuations,  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  fo  ftrengthens  the  parts,  that  all  danger  of 
abortion,  by  this  complaint,  is  effectually  removed. 

Before  I  conclude  this  treatile,  I  will,  foi  the 
perufal  and  relief  of  the  afflidled,  make  fome  ob- 
fervations  on  a  diforder  which  generally  follows  a 
venereal  complaint,  where  thole  deftrudtive  me¬ 
thods,  ftrong  purging,  or  mercurials,  have  been 
ufed  •,  this  is,  a  gleet,  or  weakneis,  occafioned  alio 
by  that  horrid  and  worft  of  habits,  felf-pollution 
\yhich  often  reduces  the  patient  to  lo  defponding  a 
ftate,  as  to  render  life  almpft  an  iniupportabie 
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During  the  courfe  of  my  pradlice,  having  been 
applied  to  by  many  miferable  objedts  labouring 
under  flubborn  gleets  and  weakness,  and  fome- 
times  total  debilitation,  occafioned  by  fevere  treat¬ 
ment  in  the  venereal  dileafe,  frequent  debauches, 
or  felf-abufe,  I  was  induced  to  confider  of  fome 
means  to  relieve  them.  I  tried  a  number  of  com- 
pofitions,  until,  at  length,  experience  difeovered  to 
me  one  pofleffed  of  every  falutary  quality  which 
is  required  for  the  effectual  removing  fuch  com¬ 
plaints. 

But  before  I  proceed  to  an  account  of  this  me¬ 
dicine,  it  will  firft  be  neceflary  to  explain  the  na¬ 
ture  and  fymptoms  of  a  gleet,  and  alfo  in  what 
manner  the  patient  is  affedted,  when  the  diforder 
arifes  from  felf-pollution. 
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Brief  Obfervations  on  Gleets,  Seminal  Weak¬ 
nesses,  the  Causes  of  Impotency,  and  the  mi - 
ferable  Complaints  occafioned  by  that  det  eft  able  Vice , 
Self-pollution,  or  too  early  and  exceffive  venery „ 
Directing  a  Method  of  cure  eftablifhed  on  reiterated 
experience. 

Nihil  eft  malum,  nifi  quod  turpe  aut  vitiofum  eft.  Cic» 

Not  any  thing  is  bad,  but  what  tends  to  corrupt  or  injure  the  mind. 

TH  E  above  quotation,  I  flatter  myfelf,  will 
fufEciently  authorize,  or,  at  leafl,  take  off 
any  imputation  of  indecency  for  my  offering  ta 
public  view  an  effay  on  the  above  fubjedi:.  I  beg 
leave  to  point  out  the  many  deluflve  practices  daily 
made  ufe  of  by  empirics,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
recommend  a  fpeedy,  fafe,  and  certain  remedy* 
which  many  have  experienced  to  their  inexpreffible 
fatisfadtion  \  the  fuccefs  of  which  induced  me  to 
publifh  this  work,  on  which,  as  foon  as  time  will 
permit,  the  fubjedi:  fhall  be  more  amply  enlarged, 

■ — But  to  proceed. 

Of  all  the  diforders  that  affiidfc  the  human  body, 
not  any,  I  affirm,  has  baffled  the  faculty  in  phyflc 
more  than  what  I  fhall  now  treat  of.  An  extern 
five  practice  in  the  cure  of  venereal  complaints 
has  furnifhed  me  with  a  fufficient  number  of  objedts 
labouring  under  obftinate  gleets,  imbecilities,  &c. 
arifing  from  different  caufes,  to  render  me  not  only 
a  competent  judge  of  thofe  diforders,  but  to  enable 
me  alfo  to  form  an  eafy,  fafe,  and  rational  methoa 

\  of 
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of  cure  •,  I  mean  for  thole  whofe  conftitutions  afc 
not  reduced  beyond  the  power  of  art  to  retrieve. 

Experience  (the  eftablilhed  foundation  of  phyfic) 
is  the  only  true  path  to  guide  the  practitioner  to  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  difeafes,  and  the  methods 
of  cure.  With  fubmiffion  to  my  brethren  of  the 
faculty,  they  muft  confefs,  that  the  curing  gleets 
and  feminal  difeharges  has  given  them  more  trou¬ 
ble  than  the  moll  acute  diforders  •,  and  numbers 
who  have  laboured  under  the  fame,  by  applying 
to  empirics,  have  been  loaded  with  naufeous  medi¬ 
cines,  without  any  effeCt  but  that  of  defpondency, 
foon  after  fucceeded  by  a  total  diffolution  of  the 
emaciated  patient. 

With  refpeCt  to  gleets  and  feminal  difeharges, 
arifing  from  various  caufes,  it  is  neceffary  to  take 
notice  of  the  different  fymptoms  in  fo  diftindt  a 
manner,  as  to  furnilh  my  readers  with  a  proper 
idea  of  the  feveral  lpecies  of  thofe  diforders  \  that 
they  may,  with  the  greateft  certainty,  afeertain  what 
part  of  the  malignancy  they  labour  under. 

Therefore,  fir  ft,  of  the  venereal  gleet. 

A  venereal  gleet  is  an  obftinate  continuance  of  a 
running,  after  all  the  fymptoms  of  the  infection 
are  removed.  The  difeharge  from  the  urethra  in 
men,  and  the  vagina  in  women,  that  fucceeds  a  vi¬ 
rulent  gonorrhoea,  is  comprehended  as  a  gleet,  of 
which  there  are  two  fpecies,  their  caufes  being  far 
different  from  one  another :  the  one  proceeds  from 
the  relaxation  or  erofion  of  the  excretory  duCts  that 
open  into  the  urethra  ;  the  other,  from  ulcers  that 
remain  in  the  paffage  after  the  virulency  of  the  go¬ 
norrhoea  has  been  carried  off 
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Thefe  ulcers  are  ftated  indifferently  in  any  part 
of  the  urethra,  but  wherefoever  they  are  fixed,  they 
furnifh  a  difcharge  of  forhe  fort  or  other  :  if  they 
are  foul,  the  difcharge  will  be  thin,  yellow,  and 
l'ometimes  greenifh,  and  now  and  then  tinged  with 
blood,  efpecially  after  a  debauch.  If  thefe  ulcers 
are  clean,  the  difcharge  will  be  white,  thick,  and 
fometimes  clammy,  arid  the  difcharge  more  or  lefs, 
according  to  their  fize  and  number:  if  they  are 
FeW,  or  only  one,  and  fmall,  the  difcharge  will  be 
lefs  confiderable.  In  the  lafl  cafe,  the  excretory 
dudts  of  the  ieminal  veffels  and  proftate  glands 
will  be  eroded,  and  the  gleet  will  be  partly  ferrhnal, 
and  partly  matter.  -  - 

This  fpecies  of  a  gleet,  which  arifes  from  ulcers* 
is  not  attended  with  the  fymptoms  of  debility,  as 
if  wholly  femihal. 

There  is  another  fpecies  of  gleet  that  attends 
the  female  fex,  called  by  them  the  Whites ;  it  arifes 
from  a  laxnefs  of  the  glands  of  the  womb,  and  a 
cold  pituitous  blood,  that,  inftead  of  the  men- 
ftrual  difchai'ges,  iffues  out  a  {limy  yellowifh  mat¬ 
ter,  not  much  unlike  the  running  of  a  gonorrhoea, 
and  fo  near  a-kin  *as  hardly  to  be  diftinguifhed ; 
and  is  fometimes  attended  with  fuch  a  fharpnefs,  as 
to  make  it  dangerous  for  men  to  have  any  venereal 
intercourfe  with  them  at  thefe  times.  This  dilor- 
der  is  frequently  the  caufe  of  barrennefs,  and 
brings  on  many  other  difeafes,  which  often  termi¬ 
nate  in  a  confumption. 

In  the  firfl  fpecies  of  the  gleet,  the  difcarge  is 
always  feminal,  and  is  occafi'oned  either  by  long- 
continued,  violent,  and  repeated  gonorrhoeas,  the 
taking  of  ftrong  purges,  excefuve,  or  too  early 
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venery,  or  by  that  detedable  practice,  felf- pollution. 
It  generally  appears  when  the  patient  is  railed  by 
venereal  ideas  in  making  water,  or  in  going  to 
{tool  :  and  in  this  cafe  the  afflicted  is  frequently 
troubled  with  involuntary  noCturnal  emidlons. 

If  there  be  a  condant  gleeting  of  the  feminal 
humours,  though  ever  fo  fmall,  the  patient  will  be 
but  feldom  dimulated  to  venery. 

If  the  feminal  difeharge  be  not  continual,  but 
only  returns  at  particular  times,  the  cold  and  difin- 
clination  to  venery  will  be  much  lefs  than  in  the  for¬ 
mer  cafe  :  but  whenever  an  erection  happens,  the 
femen  will  be  difeharged  fooner  than  it  ought  j  and 
the  dim  ulus  to  venery  being  by  that  means  taken 
off,  the  yard  will  become  flaccid,  fo  as  to  hinder 
the  act  of  coition. 

And  if  the  feminal  difeharge  be  very  great, 
whether  by  way  of  running,  or  from  noCturnal 
emiflions,  in  either  cafe,  the  balfamic  and  fpirituous 
part  of  the  blood  will  be  gradually  exhaufted,  fo  as  to 
render  the  parts  of  generation  totally  debilitated. 

The  complaints  that  attend  this  Ipecies  of  gleets 
are  in  fome  meafure  fimilar  to  thofe  occafioned  by 
that  horrid,  unmanly  vice,  felf-pollution ;  a  vice 
fhocking  as  indelicate  to  the  ear,  a  vice  productive 
of  the  mod  deplorable  diforders,  and  of  fo  abomi¬ 
nable  a  nature,  that  I  diould  willingly  omit  the 
lead  intimation  thereof,  to  avoid  injuring  the  deli¬ 
cacy  of  my  reader,  had  not  a  feries  of  fuccefsful 
practice  crowded  me  with  an  incredible  number  of 
unhappy  people,  addicted  to  this  enormous  crime, 
which  brought  on  the  mod  difmal  dileafes  *  fuch  as 
vertigos,  or  giddinefs  in  the  head,  with  dimnefs  of 
fif?ht,  apoplexies  palfics,  lethargies,  lownefs  of  fpi- 
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rits,  a  tabes  dorfalis ,  or  confumption  in;the  back ; 
in  Jhort,  a  concatenation  of  every  tiling  prejudicial 
£0  the  human  frame. 

By  it  t^ie  whole  nervous  fyftem  becomes  impove- 
riflied,  with  an  utter  impotence  tor  venereal  enjoy¬ 
ments  :  the  health  and  vigour  being  fo  precipitately 
exhaufted,  an  immature  old  age  mu  ft  inevitably 
enfue  ;  the  certain  refult  of  thefe  execrable  and  in¬ 
ordinate  paflions,  even  in  the  very  bloom  of  youth  : 
and  I  a  flu  re  the  reader,  with  the  greateft  veracity, 
that  this  vice,  too  early  or  exceflive  venery,  and 
the  venereal  difeafe,  (with  the  afiiitance  of  mercury) 
increafe  the  bills  of  mortality  more  than  ah  the  d»f- 
orders  incident  to  the  human  body  :  nor  is  it  in  the 
leal!  to  be  wondered  at;  for  reafon  (which  ought 
to  be  our  chief  and  only  guide)  didates  to  us,  that 
the  femen  is  the  very  eflbnce  of  ftrength,  and  ren¬ 
ders  us  active,  fprightly,  and  fit  tor  the  differ 
rent  occupations  in  life  ;  but  when  drained  of  that 
prolific  juice,  our  conftt  Jtions  are  rendered  old, 
we  become  languid  and  pale,  the  limbs  weak  and 
incapacitated  to  perform  their  feveral  fundions. 
For  inftance:  if  the  afflided  walks  but  a  little  way, 
he  is  foon  wearied,  and  affeded  with  pains  in  the 
head,  neck  and  flioulders,  the  fmall  of  the  back, 
hips,  and  thighs,  tefticles,  &c. ;  a  coldnefs  to  the 
ad  of  coition,  and  frequently  a  total  inability  is  the 
confequence.  That  great  author  Celfus  very  juftly 
obferves,  “  We  rhouid  carefully  avoid  making  too 
<c  free,  or  lavifhly  parting  with,  what  would  be 
4C  our  principal  relief  in  ficknefs.’5  T  herefore, 
when  we  are  attacked  with  acute  diforders,  we  mu  ft 
inevitably  fubmit  to  their  force,  for  want  of  the  ef- 
fenciai  iupply  to  invigorate  the  animal  fpirits. 

F  2  I  could 
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I  could  quote  many  eminent  authors,  who  all 
coincide  with  what  I  here  mention  :  but,  as  divers 
quotations  might  rather  puzzle  and  perplex  the 
reader,  than  elucidate  the  difcourfe,  I  have,  for  the 
more  eafy  conception  of  every  capacity,  {leered  clear 
of  crowding  this  treatife  with  fuperfluous  matter, 
which  many  productions  abound  with  ;  a  fare 
t'oken  of  a  real  want  of  judgment  or  knowledge  in 
phyfic,  as  a  fubterfuge  for  which,  they  have  red 
courfe  to  any  author  to  fupply  their  defects. 

1  {hall  now  add  fome  fingular  inilances,  which 
have  occurred  in  my  practice  :  and  firft,  with  re- 
ipect  to  the  fubject  laft  mentioned.  ‘  "  c' 

A  gentleman  between  twenty  and  thirty  years 
of  age,  who  was,  from  his  infancy,  naturally  en¬ 
dowed  with  a  robuft  confiitution,  till  he  arrived  at 
an  age  when  nature  began  to  ripen  (which  fhould, 
at  that  crifis  particularly,  be  preferved  to  perfect 
manhood)  though  by  him  w as  moft  fhamefully 
abufed  by  this  too  frequent  vice  being  pointed  out 
to  him  by  a  fchColfellow,  and  which  he  repeated 
for  many  years,  till  his  conflitution  became  totally 
emaciated,  and  his  perfon  a  mere  fhadovv  of  exig¬ 
ence.  He  was  given  up  by  feveral  of  the  faculty 
as  incurable.  Having  heard  of  my  redorative  re¬ 
medy,  and  its  many  extraordinary  cures,  he  was 
induced  to  apply  to  me.  '  Upon  my  examining  tho¬ 
roughly  the  effect  of  his  complaints,  I  muft  confefs 
I  was  very  dubious  of  the  power  of  medicine  to  re¬ 
lieve  him  :  however,  by  the  afiiftance  of  my  redo- 
rative  medicine  he  obtained,  I  may  fay,  a  miracu¬ 
lous  cure. 

I  {hall  now  obferve  an  inflance,  as  well  of  the 
bad  effects  of,  as  of  the  too  early  excels  of  venereal 
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enjoyments.  A  young  man,  who  had  been  greatly 
afflidted  thereby,  became  fo  reduced  and  defedtive, 
as  not  to  be  able  to  enjoy  the  embraces  of  the  fair 
fex  for  a  confiderable  time  •,  having  brought  on  him- 
fblf  a  diforder,  I  mean  that  of  impotency,  of  which 
there  are  three  fpecies, 

The  firft,  in  which  cafe  there  is  frequently  a  ftrong 
eredtion,  though  no  emiftion  *,  or,  if  any,  a  thin 
watery  fluid,  and  even  then  in  a  fmall  quantity  : 
this  arifes  from  a  more  clofe  union  than  before  of 
the  excretory  dudts  of  the  feminal  veffels  and  pro-r 
Rate  glands,  the  natural  confequence  of  aftringent 
injedtions,  &c.  See. 

The  fecond  fpecies  of  this  diforder  is,  when  the 
femen  is  difcharged  without  any  fenfation  of  plea- 
fure  ;  the  eredtion  being  not  natural,  occafioned  by 
a  too  great  extenfion  or  relaxation  of  the  excretory 
dudts  before-mentioned,  derived  from  a  gonorrhoea 
by  ill  treatment,  the  negledt  of  a  patient,  excefiive 
venery,  or  felf-pollution. 

’  The  laft  fpecies  of  this  diforder  is,  when  the  pe¬ 
nis  is  weak  and  languid,  utterly  incapable  of  erec¬ 
tion.  This  frequently  happens  from  two  caufes; 
firft,  when  the  feminal  veffels  or  proftate  gland  are 
become  callous,  or  filled  with  fungous  flefh  ;  by 
which  means  they  are  but  little^  if  in  the  lealt  de¬ 
gree,  ftimulated  by  the  femen  that  is  colledted  in 
them.  The  fecond  caufe  confifts  in  a  paralytic  re¬ 
laxation  of  the  genital  mufcles,  by  whole  afliftance 
the  penis  acquires  its  rigidity  and  tenfion. 
r  But  to  return  to  the  patient.  I  found,  on  exa¬ 
mination,  that  he  principally  laboured  under  the 
complaints  that  attend  the  fecond  fpecies  of  impo¬ 
tency,  He  told  me,  that  unfortunately  having  an 

engage- 
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engagement  on  his  hands  that  frequently  obliged 
him  to  venereal  carefies,  and  having  formerly  abufed 
himfelf  by  felf-pollution,  his  vigour  gradually  de¬ 
clined,  till  at  length  he  became  almoft  debilitated. 
Jn  this  fituation  he  purchafed  an  empirical  compo- 
fition  ;  a  compofition  let  off  with  all  the  art  of  rhe¬ 
toric  to  enforce  on  the  public  its  efficacy;  which, 
to  his  forrow,  totally  debilitated  him  :  for  having 
taken  a  dofe  going- to  bed,  according  to  the  direc¬ 
tions  given  him,  in  about  an  hour  after  he  was  feized 
with  the  mod  excruciating  pain  in  the  genital  parts, 
attended  with-  a  violent  priapifm.  Though  great 
the  pain,  he  bore  it  with  uncommon  patience,  as, 
by  the  drength  of  erection,  he  flattered  himfelf  he 
could  perform  wonders  ;  which  he  was  prompted 
to  attempt,  by  an  immenfity  of  furious  efforts ;  by 
which  means  he  aimed  killed  himfelf,  as  well  as 
his  female  partner :  for  he  was  immediately  attacked 
with  a  drangury,  followed  by  a  delirium,  fo  that 
his  life  was  defpaired  of.  A  phyfician  was  fent  for, 
who,  in  fome  mealure,  relieved  him  *,  and  he  voided 
from  the  urethra  a  quantity  of  blood  and  fpungy 
fleffi,  accompanied  with  fainting  fits.  For  three 
weeks  he  was  confined  to  his  chamber,  the  animal 
fpirits  being  quite  exhauded  by  a  frequent  difeharge 
of  bloody  urine,  &c.  As  foon  as  thefe  complaints 
began  to  alleviate,  they  were  followed  by  ethers  of 
equally  as  didreffing  a  nature  ;  fuch  as,  diurnal  and 
nofturnal  emiffions  of  the  fernen  to  an  incredible 
degree ;  the  penis  became  quite  flaccid,  with  a  ve¬ 
hement  pain  and  tenfion  in  theteflicles;  his  fight 
greatly  impaired,  infomuch  that  he  could  neither 
read  nor  write,  but  tears  iffued  from  his  eyes,  at¬ 
tended  with  a  pain  over  the  eye-brows,  as  if  com- 
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prefled  by  a  weight ;  and  an  infinite  number  of  other 
baneful  afflidtions. 

I  gave  him  my  reftorative  medicine,  with  the 
necefiary  rules  for  a  nounfhing  regimen,  which  had 
the  happy  effedt,  in  about  fix  weeks,  to  remove  the 
fymptoms  :  the  emiffions  were  confiderably  de- 
creafed,  and,  in  fome  meafure,  he  refumed  his  for¬ 
mer  vigour,  though  he  has  ever  fince  fuftained  a 
great  lofs  of  memory. 

I  cannot  forbear  taking  notice  of  the  fhock- 
ing  effedts  of  ftimulating  medicines,  the  prepara¬ 
tions  of  cantharides,  adminiftered  by  quacks  to 
excite  luft,  which  they  efFedt  by  irritating  the  ten¬ 
der  parts  of  generation,  and  occasioning  a  ftimu- 
lation  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  deitroy  the  efientiai 
qualification,  by  leaving  the  parts  utterly  incapa¬ 
citated. 

Dr.  Quincy  fays,  that  in  Meckeren’s  Obferva- 
tions  (among  other  ftrange  inftances  of  their  effedts 
this  way)  he  mentions  a  man  who,  by  taking  a 
dofe  of  cantharides,  was  fo  inflamed,  that  though 
he  had  alrnoft  killed  his  wife,  who  declared  to  the 
phylicians,  who  were  fent  for  next  day,  that  he 
that  night  fepcies  hortum  fodivet  yet  he  continued 
even  in  diftradtion  with  frefh  rage,  until  he  died 
delirious.  Such  mu  ft  have  been  the  fate  of  the 
perfon  whofe  cafe  I  before  mentioned,  had  it  not 
been  prevented  by  proper  afliftance. 

With  refpedt  to  the  various  compofitions  offered 
to  the  public,  pretending  to  cure  gleets,  fe.minal 
weaknefs,  impotency,  &c.  &c.  I  have  made  a  tho¬ 
rough  analyfis  of  them,  and  always  found  them  to 
confift  chiefly  of  cantharides,  which,  I  think,  none 
but  madmen  would  attempt  venturing  on  j  for  al¬ 
though 
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though  they  excite  a  luftful  defire,  by  ftimulating 
and  forcing  the  veffels,  they  pervert  all  natural 
vigour,  and  frequently  leave  the  parts  in  an  irre¬ 
trievable  ftate. 

Another  inftajice  of  their*  dangerous  effeCts.  A 
few  years  ago  I  was  called  to  a  lady,  who  had 
been  married  a  confiderable  time,  without  having 
a  child.  Being  very  defirous  to  become  a  mother, 
and  imagining  herfelf  defective,  (he  had  been  in¬ 
duced  to  purchafe  an  advertifed  medicine  *,  which 
is  recommended  to  the  fair  fex,  to  cadfe  immediate 
conception.  She  accordingly  took  a  dofe,  and  in 
lefs  than  an  hour]  was  feized  with  a  violent  uterine 
fever.  In  this  fituation  I  found  her  ;  and  ffle  be¬ 
ing  of  a  very  delicate  conftitution,  I  apprehended 
from  what  ffle  had  taken,  that  convulfions,  and  a 
delirium,  would  next  follow,  and  nothing  but 
death  could  relieve  her.  However,  dangerous  as 
the  circumftances  appeared,  by  my  adminiftering 
the  proper  antidotes,  I  was  happily  deceived  in  my 
conjectures  •,  for,  by  an  afflux  of  blood  from  the 
uterus,  or  womb,  the  malignant  fy  mp to  ms  began 
to  abate ;  but  ffle  was  reduced  fo  low,  that  it  ter¬ 
minated  in  a  nervous  diforder,  and  it  was  upwards 
of  fix  months  before  the  power  of  medicine  and 
country  air  could  reinftate  her  in  her  former  health. 

It  evidently  appears  from  the  cafe  of  the  gentle¬ 
man,  as  well  as  that  of  the  lady,  how  cautious  we 
fflould  be  in  taking  advertifed  medicines,  efpecially 
without  firft  knowing  the  abilities  of  the  author ; 
and  I  cannot  avoid  faying,  it  is  a  great  remilfnefs  in 
our  excellent  police,  not  to  infpeCt  more  clofely  the 
publiffled  medicines,  and  their  proprietors,  as  it  is 
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notorioufly  known  that  this  metropolis  abound* 
with  illiterate  pretenders  to  phyfic.  Some  of  thele 
gentry  conceal  their  names  and  places  of  abode, 
under  a  pretence  of  being  cenfured  for  quackifm, 
and  appoint  their  pernicious  compofitions  to  be  fold 
at  bookfellers,  toylhops,  &c.  But  the  real  truth 
is,  being  confcious  of  their  own  ignorance,  they  do 
it  to  ftiun  an  examination,  even  from  their  very 
patients ;  and  for  mere  lucrative  views,  ftab  their 
fellow- creatures  in  the  dark. 

I  flatter  myfelf  I  have  now  given  fufflcient  rea- 
fons,  as  well  as  fome  inftances,  to  deter  our  un¬ 
thinking  youth,  and  others,  from  exhaufting  their 
ftrength  too  precipitately,  and  bringing  them- 
felves  to  a  premature  death,  which  mud  inevi¬ 
tably  be  the  confequence,  by  the  diforders  that  ne¬ 
ver  fail  to  enfue  from  being  too  much  addicted  to 
venery,  more  efpecially  from  that  horrid-crime 
felf-pollution,  which  muft  terminate  in  not  only 
cutting  fhort  the  thread  of  life,  but  in  the  interim, 
will  be  attended  with  a  feries  of  fuch  direful  ef¬ 
fects,  as  muft  render  them  the  moft  miferable  ob- 
jedts  breathing,  finking  under  the  complicated 
wretchednefs  of  defperate  difeafes,  without  the  leaft 
gleam  of  hope  in  this  life,  and  in  a  manner  inca¬ 
pable  of  preparing  themfelves  for  a  future  ftate ; 
for  a  debility  in  the  conftitution  impairs  the  intel¬ 
lects,  the  bafls  of  human  underftanding. 

I  have  here,  without  the  leaft  exaggeration,  pointed 
out  the  delufive  pleafures  made  ufe  of  by  many, 
and  let  forth  the  malignant  effects  thereof ;  and  I 
hope,  and  doubt  not,  but  thole  who  read  this  trea- 
tife,  elpecially  they  who  have  addidted  themfelves 
to  this  horrid  cuftom,  will  know,  from  experience, 
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that  what  I  have  afTerted  is  not  the  refult  of  whim 
or  caprice,  but  authenticated  by  the  many  difmal 
fpedtacles  which  too  frequently  prefent  themfelves, 
acknowledging  their  guilt  of  fuch  unmanly  and 
pernicious  practices.  Obferving,  Parcere  nomini - 
bus ,  &  dicere  de  vitiis  \  carefully  concealing  names 
and  perfons,  though  treating  of  their  vices,  can 
give  no  offence,  but  may  be  a  means,  I  hope,  to 
ilop  this  abominable  practice,  as  every  one,  with 
the  lead:  reflexion,  mult  fhudder  at  the  bare  appre- 
henfion  of  the  dangerous  confequences  refulting 
therefrom.  I  have  endeavoured  to  render  this  dif- 
courfe  both  ufeful  and  plain  to  the  meanefl  capa¬ 
city,  at  the  fame  time  avoiding  to  injure  the  delicate 
ear,  as  much  as  the  nature  of  the  fubjedc  can  ad¬ 
mit  of-,  and  fhall  be  happy  in  this  publication, 
fhould  it  be  a  means  of  anfwering  the  defired  effedt.- 

As  a  caution  to  thofe  whofe  inclinations  lead 
them  to  venereal  intercourfes,  they  fhould  firfb  con- 
fider  their  conftitutions ;  for  let  the  reader  well  ob- 
ferve,  that  one  of  a  robuft  habit  of  body  may, 
with  lefs  danger,  indulge  himfelf  in  thofe  enjoy¬ 
ments  to  a  degree  that  would  be  highly  prejudicial 
to,  and  amazingly  impair,  a  perfon  of  a  more  deli- 
cate  conftitution  ;  and  though  moderation,  in  each 
refpedt,  ought  attentively  to  be  adhered  to,  yet  it  is 
more  incumbent  on  fuch  as  nature  has  formed  of  a 
tender  ftrudture,  to  avoid  thofe  exceffes  which  their 
animal  fyftem  is  unable  to  encounter. 

Perfons  likewife  juft  recovered  from  ficknefs 
fhould,  by  no  means,  venture  on  venery ;  for,  as 
coition  ftrains  the  fibres,  relaxes  the  nerves,  and 
affedts  every  branch  of  the  human  frame,  it  may, 
4  by 
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by  the  weaknefs  of  the  feveral  functions,  bring 
on  fome  of  thofe  diforders  already  taken  notice  of. 

He,  therefore,  who  would  frequently  engage  in 
venereal  embraces,  ought  to  be  or  age,  adult,  an 
of  a  hale  conftitution  *,  to  avoid,^  by  all  means,  any 
intemperance  that  might  impair  it,  iuch  as  exce  ive 
drinking,  a  too  laborious  or  fedentary  lire,  bleeding, 
purging,  or  any  thing  that  would  in  the  leaft  dimi- 
niih° ftrength  *,  to  take  fuftenance  of  a  nouriihing, 
light  quality,  ufing  gentle  falutary  exercife  •,  and  in 
{hort,  to  keep  the  animal  oeconomy  as  it  were  in 
its  equilibrium  :  obferving  thefe  rules,  we  may  ven¬ 
ture  on  venery  to  a  degree  of  moderation  which  we 
find  is  not  fucceeded  by  weaknefs  or  pain  ;  and  may 
then  reft  aflured  it  is  not  injurious :  for,  as  a  certain 
writer  elegantly  exprefTes  himfelf. 

The  youth  who  bathes  in  pleafure’s  limpid  flreani 
At  well-judg’d  intervals,  feels  al!  his  foul 
Nerv’d  with  recruited  flrength  ;  but  if  too  olt 
He  fwims  in  fportive  mazes  through  the  flood. 

It  chills  his  languid  virtue. 


To  conclude.  The  Divine  Difpofer  of  all  things 
has  implanted  in  us  paffions  for  the  belt  of  purpofes, 
and  at  the  fame  time  endowed  us  with  a  Ancient 
fiiare  of  reafon  (if  we  give  ourfelves  time  to  rer.eCi) 
to  curb  any  impetuofity  that  might  urge  us  to  aou.e 
his  great  gifts.  For  it  is  beyond  a  doubt,  tnat  u 
thofe  paffions  are  governed  according  to  tne  Omni¬ 
potent  Decree,  it  will  encourage  us  only  to  uie  t.tem 
for  good  and  wife  ends ;  but,  by  giving  way  to  vi¬ 
cious  depraved  exceffes,  we  lofe  the  command  ot  our 
intellects,  by  plunging  ourfelves  into  labyrinths  de¬ 
rogatory  to  the  intent  of  our  exiftence,  and  Pel''’Li‘- 
the  d^figns  of  our  beneficent  Creator  ;  we  mu.c  Men 
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render  ourfelves  and  offspring  (if  by  chance  any)  un¬ 
equal  and  defpicable  to  thofe,  whofe  prudence  and 
happy  difpofition  of  mind  have  led  them  no  farther 
than  the  limits  of  reafon,  and  the  pleafures  of  en¬ 
joying  a  juft  confidence. 

I  fh all  now  beg  leave  to  introduce  a  certain  and 
effectual  remedy  for  thofe  diforders  that  are  the 
confequence  of  exceffive  venery,  or  that  unnatural 
filthy  practice,  felf-pollution.  I  recommend  to  the 
affihfted  a  medicine  of  the  moft  fingular  nature, 
which  I  would  by  no  means  prefume  to  cfo  in  this 
public  manner,  had  not  a  multiplicity  of  inftances, 
in  private  ppadice,  proved  its  efficacy. 

Animated  by  its  fuccefs,  and  every  day  furnifh- 
ing  me  with  frefh  afturances  what  a  welcome  recep¬ 
tion  it  would  meet  with,  (it  having  been  tried  and 
approved  of  by  fome  eminent  profeffors  of  the  fa¬ 
culty,  and  the  continual  approbations  I  receive  both 
perfonally  and  by  letter)  I  undoubtedly  ffiould  be 
an  enemy  to  myfelf  and  the  public,  if  I  did  not  dif- 
clofe  its  furprizing  effects. 

.  *s  Nature’s  Reftorative ;  a  preparation  whofe 
virtues,  I  hope,  are  fufficient  to  defend  it  from  ca¬ 
lumny.  This  medicine  is  probably  the  greateft  cqx* 
dial  to  nature  the  whole  materia  medica  has  produced, 
and  v/ill  even  at  the  laft  ebb  of  life  afford  amazing 
affiftance  to  the  languid  fpirits.  It  is  an  admirable 
remedy  for  all  weakneffes  or*  relaxations  of  the 
bcdy,  whether  natural  or  acquired  \  for  it  not  only 
fortifies  the  feeble  parts,  eipecialiy  the  ftomach, 
after  exceffes,  but  reinftates  health  and  vigour,  if 
in  the  power  of  medicine. 

I  hey  who,  by  venereal  engagements,  repeated 
falivations,  or  the  frequent  ufe  of  mercurial  medi¬ 
cines. 
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cines,  have  emaciated  their  conftitutions ;  alfo  if, 
by  fevere  illnefles,  the  animal  juices  are  become 
impoverifhed,  that  the  patient  is  reduced  to  a  weak 
Hate-,  in  all  luch  cafes  it  will,  to  admiration,  nou- 
rifh,  comfort,  and  revive  the  whole  vital  fyftem, 
and  invigorate  the  animal  functions.  Perfons  who 
have  not  the  happinefs  to  be  fo  ready  in  their  vene¬ 
real  intercourfes  as  they  would  defire,  and  proba¬ 
bly  form  a  fufpicion  of  infufficiency  in  either  party, 
by  the  ufe  of  this  medicine  have  rendered  their 
embraces  fruitful.  It  is  by  thefe  virtues  that  the 
caufes  of  impotency  in  one  fex,  and  barrennefs  in 
the  other,  have  been  removed.  With  all  imaginable 
expedition  it  (lops  obftinate  gleets,  though  probably 
of  a  long  (landing,  and  after  aftringent  injections 
and  internal  remedies  have  had  no  effieCl.  In  the 
fiuor  albus ,  or  whites ,  a  diforder  incident  to  the  fair 
fex,  which  is  too  frequently  the  caufe  of  barren-  * 
nefs,  and  a  tribe  of  other  melancholy  complaints, 
it  is  a  mod  excellent  remedy. 

Much  more  might  be  faid  in  behalf  of  this  me¬ 
dicine  ;  but,  left  it  (hould  be  deemed  exaggeration, 

I  (hall  only  fay,  I  hope  a  trial  of  it  will  remove 
every  fcruple  of  diffidence,  by  reftoring  health  to 
my  patients,  and  doing  honour  to  my  practice. 

As  a  proof  of  my  affertion,  I  refer  my  readers 
to  the  following  letters,  the  originals  of  which  I 
have  filed,  with  many  others. 


To 
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To  Dottor  SMYTH. 


SIR, 

TH  E  benefit  I  have  received  from  your  Re- 
ftorative  Medicine  prompts  me  to  return 
you  thefe  my  fincere  thanks  for  the  afliftance  you 
have  thus  given  me.  My  complaint  was  a  total 
imbecility  of  the  parts  of  generation,  (though  a 
young  man)  which,  after  taking  two  bottles  of  the 
above  Reftorative,  I  thank  God,  and  you,  I  have 
entirely  regained  my  former  vigour.  1  give  you 
my  free  content  (for  the  benefit  of  the  afflicted)  to 
make  this  public  *,  and  am, 

SIR, 


Your  moft  humble  Servant, 


Bath. 


E.  ADDEN- 


The  CASE  of  Captain  WES  T. 

S  I  R, 

HEARING  of  the  reputation  of  your  Re¬ 
ftorative  Medicine,  induced  me  to  make  trial 
of  it.  My  cate  was,  a  relaxation  of  the  genera¬ 
tive  faculties,  occafioned,  I  muft  confefs,  by  the 
follies  of  youthful  exceffes,  and  a  refidence  tor 
fome  time  in  a  hot  climate.  However,  I  have 
taken  your  Reftorative  regularly,  and  have  the  plea- 
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fure  to  a  fibre  you  I  have  entirely  regained  my  for-' 
mer  vigour,  and  now  enjoy  a  better  ftate  of  health 
than  I  have  done  for  feme  years  paft.— If  you  think 
proper,  you  may  publilh  this ;  and  am, 

S  I  R, 

Your  moft  humble  Servant, 

Scarborough, 

Oliver  James  West, 


The  CASE  of  Mr.  W.  NICHOLSON, 


S  I  R, 

I  Think  it  my  duty  to  inform  you,  that  after 
takino-  nine  bottles  of  your  Reftorative  Drops, 
I  am  perfedUy  recovered  from  a  debilitated  ftate, 
the  caufe  of  which  I  unfortunately  brought  on  my- 
felf,  by  a  practice  I  am  afhamed  to  mention. 

I  am  Sir, 


Twickenham, 
Aug.  1 6,  1771. 


Your  moft  humble  Servant, 

W.  NICHOLSON. 


The 


X 
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The  CASE  of  H.  FLETCHER,  Efq. 


S  I  R, 

1  Should  think  myfelf  wanting  in  gratitude,  if  I 
omitted  acquainting  you  that  I  am  perfectly  re¬ 
covered  from  a  relaxed,  emaciated  Rate,  by  taking 
your  Reftorative  Medicine.  My  complaints  were 
occafioned,  I  am  well  convinced,  by  the  effects  of 
different  climates,  and  partly  my  own  imprudence, 
the  particulars  of  which,  delicacy  will  not  permit 
me  to  mention :  however,  as  you  know  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  my  cafe,  I  give  you  my  confent  (as  it 
may  be  the  means  of  relieving  many  who  labour 
under  fimilar  complaints)  to  communicate  it  to  the 
public. 

I  am,  Sir, 

**  •  \  i 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Bath,  Jan.  3,  1773. 


HEN.  FLETCHER. 


•v 


The  CASE  of  LEWIS  HATFIELD,  Efq. 

X  *  ,  .  ,  v  ‘  7  ’  * 

S  I  R, 

I  Think  I  fhould  be  undeferving  of  the  benefit  I 
have  received,  and  greatly  deficient  in  gratitude 
to  you,  if  I  omitted  informing  you  that  I  am  re¬ 
covered  from  a  deplorable  date  of  body,  by  taking 
your  Reftorative  Medicine.  I  laboured  for  many 
years  under  an  univerfal  relaxation,  and  complica¬ 
tion 


\ 


9 
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tion  of  diforders,  occafioned,  I  am  well  allured,  by 
juvenile  imprudence)  for  which  1  took  innumera¬ 
ble  medicines,  but  to  no  manner  of  effeft.  Re¬ 
lating  my  unhappy  cafe  to  a  gentleman,  he  adviled 
me  to  take  your  medicine ;  he  faid  a  friend  of  his 
had  beeft  cured  by  it :  on  which  I  began  to  take  it, 
and  by  continuing  fome  time,  am  reftored  to  per¬ 
fect  health. 


I  am,  Sir, 

With  the  greateft  refpeft, 

t  '  ■  \ 

Your  very  obliged. 

Humble  Servant, 

York,  March  31,  1773*  Lewis  Hatfield. 


/ 


H 


A  Freft 
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A  Frefh  Inftance  of  the  Efficacy  of  the 
RESTORATIVE  MEDICINE, 

PREPARED  BY 

J.  HAMILTON  SMYTH,  M.  D.  and  Man- 
midwife,  of  George-Jireet ,  Tor k- buildings , 
in  the  Strand. 

%  "  ,  i  * 

The  Cafe  of  CHARLES  BENSON,  Efq-, 

S  I  R, 

BEING  thoroughly  recovered  from  almoft 
an  infupportablc  weaknels  and  relaxed  ftate, 
by  taking  your  Reftorative  Medicine,  I  thought  I 
was  in  duty  bound  to  make  you  this  public  ac¬ 
knowledgement*  I  fancy  my  own  imprudence 
laid  the  foundation  of  my  diforder,  for  which  I 
took  the  Bark,  preparations  of  Steel,  and  many 
other  medicines,  but  to  no  effect,  till  my  phyfician 
defired  me  to  apply  to  you  ;  and,  for  the  benefit 
I  have  received,  depend  I  will  not  only  ever  hold 
a  grateful  fenfe  of,  but  endeavour  to  promote 
your  intereft  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power, 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  Servant, 
Bath,  Dec.  1 6,  1773.  C.  BENSON. 

•  '  '  Another 
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Another  Inftance  of  the  Efficacy  of  the 
RESTORATIVE  MEDICINE, 


PREPARED  BY 

J.  HAMILTON  SMYTH,  M.  D.  and 
Man-midwife,  of  George-Jlreet ,  Tor h- build - 
mgs,  in  the  Strand,  London . 

S  I  R, 


TH  E  Benefits  I  have  received  by  taking  your 
RESTORATIVE  MEDICINE,  obliges  me 
to  return  you  my  fincere  thanks  for  a  recovery 
which  fruftrated  the  efforts  of  a  variety  of  medi¬ 
cines  prefcnbed  for  me  ;  and,  indeed,  I  am  well 
convinced  I  muft  have  remained  in  a  weak,  and 
otherwife  unhappy  ftate,  had  not  a  fellow-fufferer 
(whom  you  have  relieved)  infilled  on  my  taking 
your  Reftorative  Medicine,  by  which  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  fuch  amazing  relief,  that  you  have  my  con- 
fent  to  make  what  ufe  you  pleafe  of  this  letter,  and 
depend  I  will  take  every  opportunity  to  recommend 
your  valuable  Medicine.  I  am 


Edinburgh, 
May  27,  1775. 


Your  mofl  humble  Servant, 

GEORGE  CAMPBELL. 


Some  hundreds  of  cafes  I  could  here  exemplify, 
and  point  out  the  different  difeafes,  and  from 

H  2  whence 
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whence  their  complaints  arofe  ;  but,  left  it  might 
offend  thofe  who  have  honoured  me  with  their 
confidence,  I  would  not  attempt  offering  to  public 
view  matters  of  fuch  a  delicate  nature,  without  the 
immediate  approbation  of  the  individuals. 

I  muft  now  come  to  a  conclufion,  and  hope  this 
work  will  meet  with  as  favourable  a  reception  as  the 
remedies  offered  in  it  have  done.  So  plain  a  de- 
fcription  is  given  of  the  venereal  infedtion,  gleets, 
&c.  that  the  afflidled,  by  comparing  their  cafe  with 
the  different  fymptoms,  may  eaffly  know  the  fitua- 
tion  of  their  diforder,  and  the  real  caufe  of  their 
complaint.  There  is  one  thing  to  be  obferved  in 
this  treatife,  viz.  that  the  reafon  the  venereal  fymp¬ 
toms  in  women  are  not  diftindtly  defcribed,  is,  that 
it  would  be  only  a  repetition  of  the  fame  thing  over 
again,  as  that  difeafe  affedls  both  fexes  much  in  the 
fame  manner. 

Before  I  clofe  this  difcoqrfe,  I  muff  beg  leave,  in 
vindication  of  myfelf,  to  add  the  following  remark, 
t'lat  every  proficient  in  any  art,  fcience,  or  profef- 
ffon,  will  ever  meet  with  enemies  in  perfons  of  low 
and  bafe  minds,  who,  envious  of  others  fuperior  ta¬ 
lents,  vainly  endeavour,  by  cenfuring  them,  to  irn- 
pofe  on  the  underffanding  of  mankind  :  vainly,  I 
lay,  becaufe  their  {hallow  capacities  cannot  com¬ 
prehend  how  eafily  their  fallacy  is  feen  through  : 
Attacks  of  this  nature,  no  doubt,  are  made  on  me 
by  thefe  fplenetic  gentry,  which  I  attribute  to  the 
great  fuccefs  I  daily  meet  with,  and  am  confident, 
t  is  beyond  the -reach  of  fuch  to  injure  or  prejudice 
me  in  my  profdlion.  But  why  fhould  I  expedt  to 
go  uncenfured,  fince  it  has  been  the  fate  of  the 
greateft  men  that  ever  appeared  in  the  physical  pro¬ 
vince  ? 
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vince  ?  However,  to  all  calumniators  my  reply  is; 
and  ever  fhall  be— -I  laugh  at  their  folly ;  and,  with 
the  world,  defpife  their  meannefs. 

Thofe  who  choofe  to  communicate  their 
cafes  by  letter,  are  defired  to  be  as  explicit  and 
clear  as  pofllble,  and  they  fhall  be  as  agreeably 
anfwered. 

'  *  7. 

***  The  New'  Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Dif- 
eafe,  &c.  price  is.  6  d. ;  the  Reftorative  for 
Weaknefles,  &c.  price  il.  is.  and  ios.  6d.  a  bot¬ 
tle  *,  with  full  directions  ;  and  the  Specific  Drops 
for  venereal  complaints,  in  bottles  at  5s.  and  2s.  6d. 
with  printed  directions,  are  to  be  had  at  the  fol¬ 
lowing  places  in  London  >  viz, 

Mr.  Pridden9  s,  Bookfeller,  No.  luo.  Fleet -ftreet. 

Mr.  Cavell’ s,  Bookfeller,  the  Corner  of  Middle- 

row ,  Holbourn. 

Mr.  Blyth9 s,  Bookfeller,  No.  87,  Cornhill ,  near 
the  Royal- Exchange.  And 

At  the  Doctor’s  Houfe  in  George-ftreet ,  York- 
Jniildings ,  in  the  Strand ,  London . 

To  be  had  alfo  of  the  following  Perfons  in  the 

Country ;  viz. 

Mr.  Goadby ,  Printer,  at  Sherborne ,  Dorfetjhire . 

Mr.  Pine ,  Printer,  at  Briftol. 

*  The  Doftor  will,  for  the  future,  put  up  his  Reflorative  Me¬ 
dicines  in  PruJJian  blue .  paper ,  inftead  of  gilt  imbofled  paper, 
which  is  fo  expenfive. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Thorn,  Printer,  at  Exeter. 

Mr.  Raikes,  Printer,  at  Gloucefter. 

MefTrs.  Fletcher  and  Co.  Printers,  at  Cambridge . 
Mr.  Carnan ,  Printer,  at  Readings  Berkjhire. 
Hodfon  and  Co.  Printers,  at  Salisbury. 

Mr.  Chafe,  Printer,  at  Norwich . 

Mr.  Slack ,  Printer,  at  Newcajlle . 

MefTrs.  Pearfon  and  Co.  Printers,  at  Birmingham . 
Meflrs.  Simmons  and  Co.  at  Canterbury . 

Mr,  Pugh,  Printer,  at  Hereford . 

Mr.  Clachar  and  Co.  Printers,  at  Chelmsford. 
Mr.  Monk ,  Printer  of  Adams's  Courant ,  Chefier . 
Mr.  Drewry ,  Derby. 

Mr.  Berrow,  Printer,  at  Worcefier . 

Mr.  Shave,  Printer,  at  Ipfwich. 

Mr.  Crutwell,  Printer,  at  Bath . 

Mr.  Willi amf on.  Printer,  at  Liverpool . 

Mr.  Keymer ,  Bookfeller,  at  Colchefter . 

Mr.  Prince ,  Bookfeller,  at  Oxford. 

Mr.  Wood,  Printer,  at  Shrewsbury. 

Mr.  Harropy  Printer,  at  Manchefter. 

Mr.  Wallis,  Bookfeller,  at  Plymouth. 

Mr.  Dawkins,  Bookfeller,  at  Gofport.  And 
Mr.  Parkhoufe ,  Bookfeller,  at  Tiverton ,  Devon. 


F  I  N  I  S.' 


